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SPSS Chapter 3 Example 1 - How to Random Sample 
 
A university wishes to choose a three-member advisory committee at random from 
the members of an academic department.  We want to choose a simple random 
sample of size three from the 28 faculty members listed here by surname: Abbott, 
Cicirelli, Cuellar, Dunsmore, Engle, Fitzpatrick, Garcia, Goodwin, Haglund, 
Johnson, Keegan, Luo, Martinez, Nguyen, Pillotte, Raman, Riemann, Rodriguez, 
Rowe, Salazar, Stone, Theobold, Vader, Wang, Wieczorek, Williams, Wilson, 
Wong: 
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Follow these steps to perform a random sample from your data: 
 
1. Click Data, and click Select Cases.  The following window will appear. 
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2. Click Random sample of cases.  Click the Sample button and the following 
window will appear. 

 
3. Click Exactly and enter “3” in the first box and “28” in the second box so that it 

reads “Exactly 3 cases from the first 28 cases”.   
 
4. Click Continue. 
 
5. Click OK. 
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The SPSS Data Editor window will appear as the following: 
 

 
The filter variable filter_$ indicates whether a case has been randomly selected, 
where a 1 indicates selection.  Thus, “Haglund,” “Johnson,” and “Luo” were the 
three faculty names chosen from the list of 28.  If the filter variable was deleted 
and the process repeated, a different set of faculty names would be randomly 
chosen. 
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