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"TO Miss Edgeworth,s whose name
dught Dneyyer to be pr(()nou‘i\cedv )fith., '
out g\rmiutude' and wrespect, the public
IS indebt‘ed.forga revolution in works of
imaginatidn. 4Delineationé of real cha-
racters and manners, pictures of theage -
and times in whicl; we. live, (to which
future historians and philosopl)ersvwiﬂ
be glad to refér) good sense,‘ sound priu-
ciple and unaflected feeling, Have, in
these lighter productions of literature,
, been?substituted for the wonders of an-

cient romance, for the intricate incidents

wiflated desciiptions, and still more in-
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PREFACE.

— .: J/ﬂ“ated sentiments, of the modern novel.

Amusement and instruction are thus

xhapbily and i‘nseparabfyk blended ; and, -

from fheir connexion, more widely and

'gehera‘ll y diffased.

T have been induced to resume a pen

| long thrown aside; by no other view or
| solicitude than that of co-operating, in
s;mg degree, with the admirable wrjtier
Beforé, mentioned, and others of my
own sex who have gﬁtitled themselves
to a portion of the same grateful respect.
Though 'only one ‘talent should have
‘been entrusted to me ; we are taught
bff the purest of moralists, that one can-,
not, with impunity, be folded in a nap-
kin, or suffered to rust disused.

ES

FAMILY ANNALS.
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CHAP. L

<

PPV

S“THERE is something,” said ‘Mr. Sey-

mour to his younger daughter, who, her
work in her hand rather than working, sat,
with her aunt and her sister, by the couch
on which their father was reclining in his

Tibrary—¢ There is something both sup-

plicating and deprecating in the glance of
those eyes that so frequently stray from
thy work to the face of my sister, as if to
implore her aid in some project or pur-
pose.” - ’

“ Why, the truth is, brother,” replied
Murs. Percy to this observation, * that Char-

B




-2 FAMILY ANNALS,

lotte, with, I am sorry to say, her usual im-
providence, is again embarrassed in her
finances; a circumstance which, as it has,
I believe} occurred before more than once,
she wants courage to reveal to you with-
ont my aid.”

“T'hat her courage,” observed Mr. Sey-
mour gravely, ¢“should, on such an occa-
sion, fail her, surprises me less, after what
has before passed on the same subject, than
does the occasion itself.”

3

- ¢ Dear brother, we must make seme al-
Jowances for young people and giddy heads :
Charlotte is, beside, an open-hearted gener-
vus girl : she will learn the value of money,
doubt it not, as she grows older.”

¢ Perhaps when the knowledge is too
late to avail her. My daughters, I hope,
have not been so ill-taught, nor so ill-train-
ed, as to plead youthful giddiness as an
~ excuse for their faults,—more especially for

on THE SISTERS. 3

the repetition of faults. Charlotte is, you
say, generous; I like to have words well
defined, and things called by their right
names. In what, I pray you, does her gene-

rosity consist >”’

¢ She is free in making little presents to
her young friends and acquaintance ; and I
have observed, ona variety of occasions with
approbation of her magnificent spirit, that
4o our own domestics, and to the servants
of others, from whom she receives any little
services, she gives twice as much as do.
other young people of her age and rank in’
life.”

¢« This you term generosity, and I an.
idle and pernicious ostentation. In respect:
to making presents, it is a hacknied but
good observation, that we should be just
before we are generous, and of true gene-
rosity some self-denial must make a part:
what vanity takes from avarice is but the -
mere exchange of one vice for another. By

B2




4 - FAMILY, ANNALS,

a double payment of domestics for services
which it is their duty to perform, and for
.Which they are already sufficiently remu-
nerated, we hut encrease their cupidity ;
while, by rendering them dissatisfied with

those wlro are less lavish (a word very dis--

tinet from generous), we seek, at their ex-
pence, to raise our own consequence. My
daughters are nat princesses, and have
thercfore no right to aim at being magnifi-
cent. I would have prudence temper their
liberality. Generosity is a noble virtue ;
vanity the vice of little minds.
are the most lavish in all that concerns the
.indulgence of their own personal feelings
and fancied importance, are uniformly the
least generous ; and for an obvious reasen,
because they can least afford to be so.”

“ But, surely, brother, this is being too
severe! Lighteen rarely defines and calcu-
lates. Relieve Charlotte this onee from
her difficulties, and I will answer for her fu-

“ture discretion

Those who

N

[

oR THE SISTERS.

¢ You will in so doing be very bold.
But I should be glad to know why it is,
that, while I give to each of my daugliters
the same qunarterly allowance, it is found
insufficient by the younger only ”’

¢ Pear sir,” exclaimed Charlotte, with
o mortified air, ¢l know not that I am,
though far léss wise and good, more ex-
pens}ve than my  sister; my wardro}.)e is
neither more valuable nor more various;
and I certainly do not expend so much
money upon books.”

¢ That is because you have not the same
pleasure in reading, and profit likewise less
by what you read; you take also less care
of your clothes when purchased, of course
vour wardrobe requires to be more fre-
:iuent]y replenished. I have often cbserv-
ed, and with pleasure, that Ellen, thongh
never finc or over-dressed, is always per-
fectly neat and even elegant in her appcar-
ance; while KEllen’s sister is negligent or

B3




-0 FAMILY ANNALS, X .

dressed for parade and shew, alternately, in ‘

the contrary extreme, 'I'hose lesser orna-
ments, trinkets and trimmings, are multi-
plied, which,” while they greatly enhance
the expense and the labour of dress, add
little or nothing to its general effect. The
majority of persons who fall into pecuniary

diflicultiés owe their ruin to small ex-

penses frequently repeated. It is but this,
and it is but that, say they; till trifles, by
arithmetical progression, swell into a mag-
nitude but little, in the first instance, antici-
pated. The true art of economy, like the
true spirit of generosity, has- its origin in
self-denial ; without it no fortune will prove
sufficient, nor will there be any merit in be-
stowing. Charlotte is vain, pyofuée, self-

“indulgent, inconsiderate; therefore Char- -

lotte canmot, afford to be truly generous,
and will always be embarrassed and ex-
posed to mortification. But Ellen has ac-
quired over herself a voluntary power;

she knows how to refuse ‘to herself what it \
would be imprudent to grant; she is nei- '

g . .
OR THE SlS’I‘ERS.

.

‘ ther Qatentatmus nor infirm of purpoqe ;
thus, when principle "calls upon her and
“duty points, she is able to be generous te
others and just to herself.”

<« Oh, “my dear sir,” said Ellen, whilea
modest blush overspread her cheek, ¢ you
give me too much credit, and do ‘me too
much honour. Precious as your approbation
is to me, | ain pained to receive it at my
sister’s expence: I am her elder, and vari-
ous circumstances have combined to force
_upon me more serious reﬂectlon than ought
“to be expected from her younwer and more
lively temper. 1f I possess dny just princi-

- ples or modes of thmkm,, [ am, and [ own
- it with grateful pleasure, indebted to you

_as their source.” —
“Youarea gooth gitl, and T will not dis-
tress your delicacy even by giving you that
commendation which is justly your due,”
‘But, my children, the present situation of
ity health, in- addition to my various infir-
S B 4
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its close. My estate will be your brother’s;
it is not large, and very inadequate tothe
- really generous and magnificent spirit which

with all his high and noble qualitics, sufli-
ciently balanced by discretion, or a caleu-
lation of consequences. Three thousand

poundseach, isall that I canbequeath to my-

px:udence, will, unmarried, be but barely
sufficient to their independence; and that

spléndid alliatices. My sister must shortly
return to her own house and family, " and 1

ried, .and under good protection, before 1
die. Why that sigh, that blush, Ellen >

¢ I was not conscious of either, sir.”

. pect, quite sincere. . But to return-to my

mities, assures me that my life will not be -

gubjeét..
long, or rather that it is drawing towards” ‘

@ he possesses; a spirit which is not, 1 fear, .

daughters; a fortune that, with the utmost
w_iﬂﬁ,carcely entitle them to form verys. -

would fain, if practicable, see you both mar-

; . When you say so, you are not; I suss. -
A A

o, N
of 'TIE SISTERY. A

L hévé had ‘a proposal n.\adg for
irl, that, ghould it. meet wklth‘.yom;‘”
approbation, will 'eplgrge the bO\lngmi i.iz (1)e o
that economy of which you are s0 111; a ne
a mistress, and en'abl“e you to.' m(ll.l ge e
kind propensity of your nature in deing good

you, my g

5 e "

to others.” , e g

«1 have no afnbition‘, gi-x'. " W.ealt_h ’(’ioes “
not enter into my schenfu} of happiness.” )

29
« Will you, Charlotte, say as much ?

: o . a
-« No, indeed, sir; I frankly co,r’lfess that
affluence has for me great charms. .

«You areright, my dear,” obgem-egi} Mrsl,
Percy, ¢quite right. Young as you'i‘;::ﬁk
perceive, and perhaps you hmc.to fank
that vou know something o the -
ich h having:

“me for it,
H - 1 rort
world, in which every thing wor

is to be purchased ?”" 7 - .’

A ) L. Ry '; . :)“r 0 ‘i.‘ ;e
¢ 1 am nof’ SlSth) entlf?lj Of y P
: s b :
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hion; thouoh, N

her wealthy suitor.” M w

o

IfI am not curioys, (neplled Ellen,_

witha smile) it is hecause { have a presen-
timent that his suit will be vain, and I
should feel no pleasure in inflicting morti-
fication. What a pity, that hé should make
80 unlucky a choice.” . -

”
B

« Do- not decide t00 prcmpxtaté]y that
will not become your character of prudenge.
If riches are not to.you a recom mendation,
neither I presume, would they form an obe
Jjection 3ou are too wige te affect to desplse
the. power. of beneﬁtmw youﬁe]{' and
others.”

° 3
N “ U

“Most ’certainly
‘ fear to encounter the temptations and the
lesponsxbxhty of great weallh L

“‘This*lover, "howevér, is not a Crmsus,

suspect,- less romanhc 2
" upon the subject than my dauwhter Ll'len, e
who discovers but little curxomty respectmrr,

-

Yet I shou]d almoqt\

v

A5 VItUOUus Irienas

; on THE sxsums. PR

xllor. yet: an I ndian nabob though he mhe’* L

rifed ﬁom his family @ handseme proapertv,a,
. which he is" repmted to have ‘more than
quadziupled by extensive mermm?r&e con=

cerns.  He is a bachelor of some standing,

- gay for a commercial man;. ‘ang of a.fair’

and honourable character. He has.a fancy_ "
for a wife not quite half his-own age, and .
my Ellen is the fortunate damsel. ‘who h"xs

attracted his' attentmu.

¢ Aias, sir, I lnve no: heartto bestow and
if 'I bad, _this man, as you déscribe Inm,

~would not be likely to win its af{‘ECth?'Sf

.
o

& 3'or the modest the prudent Ellen; { I‘IS&
1 confess (said the. aunt “of the young hdles)
is rather-an exphcnt declarat(on. 1 wxsh rm?
llttle Charlotte had: charmed the fancy of v
this anhquafed swain. . Leb me tell you,
niece, that, toa woman of sens;, dxﬂu*ence

" of years, where a- tempting f‘m*tune offersy’

_would form no such; formldable obJectmn.,
The chance of bemg a ybung, nc‘h, \au& mé
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) dependent mdow, is, what few Vomen
\ \muld doqpiae e

1

.

»

L Pardon me, maddm but Gad - forbid

that I should be so p-'oﬁmate as to contem-

' plate the death ofa man to whom I solemnly
promtsed to dévote -my own life.”

¢ The rebuke is J]u&ﬁ qmter and ouf*ht;

"not to cffend you. But tell me, L ug.’), do

» w you mdeed belxeve, that, with «n mcqnaht,
~of a
compauble ”’

.
~

L« I do not absolutely asgert its uller ine |
compatlb}ltty, since there can be no rule

that admits not of exception ;. buf certainly,
when that mequahty is great, happiness
' ouoht not to be expected. Domesticduon
. I have heard, and I believe, .a great
tnal a trial perhaps. which butfew cha-~
‘ ractem can abide ; and, to give it a chaiice
of eunceqe in a married life, it o7 pe(us to
me, that a ‘certain parity of tastes, ol’pxmcxv

we, k appmess m a married I is net -

Yot ‘TiE SISTERS.

ple, of feeling, of inclination, and of'habsts,
is necessary { which parity is rarely to be
found, and oug nt never to be calculated
upon, between pensouq '1t very different pe-f"
riods of life. T am not so romantic as my
dunt chuses to.believe me. -That delightful
sentiment, or rather combination of sentis"
ments, which istermed /oycmyouth, appears -
to me principally valuable as a preparation
for that tender, mdulnent more endearing
species of friendship, whlch arising out of a’
sympathy of character and a (Eommumty of
interests, alone can 1ende1‘ marriagé a desi-
rable state. * Respect, esteem, approbation
must precede and aécompany that affection, .
which 1 should consider it as ind#Bpensable
to fecl for the man whom I should make my
usband, and the arbiter, if I may so speak,
of my destiny. I am myself impérfect, and.
therefore perfeétion' I should not require;
but to "distrust the pringiples, the honour,
the morals of hlm to whom I entrusted my
own, would render. me either’guilty or mise-
rable.” To respect and to confide in his

o




14 PAMILY ANNALS,

judgement and. his understanding would

also, I confess, be- to me necessary. Toa

mind of any powers, feeling or ‘delicacy, 1
~ know of few punishments more severe than
the struggle between duty and contempt;
than to be confined to the society of those
withwhom you have scarcely an idea in com-
‘ion, and by whom you can be as little ap-
preciated as understood. Sucha connexion

would be that of the living with the dead; -

or, worse, the constant jarring of opposing
elements.” :

¢« And yet, (observed Mr. Seymour,) it
has been'said by a man* both.cloquent and
wise, and frequently repeated, ¢that the
strongest aflections have been founded on

contrasts.” ”’

« Docs not this observation, dear sir, re=
quire to be distinguished and -explained ?
Contrast and opposition of character may

 stimulate the caprices of the passions ; but
. .4

# §t. Picrre, Studies of ﬁa}nre(

.

OR THE SISTERS. 15

Surely you would not, as Dr. Watts ip his
charming poem*  expresses it, ¢join the
gentle to the rutle v

¢« But, in the same ingenious composi-
tion; two violcnt persons are compared to
¢ Sampson’s young foxes, withfire-brands
tied between.’ ”’
® ),
¢ Yes, (said Lllen, gravely,) but the vio-
lent and outrageous should, I believe, al-
ways live alone ; or, at least, remain unmar-
ried, for woe to those who are subjected to
their yage. I will not however, deny, that
some contrast in temper and character may
be favourable to domestication. A temper
o one side too flexible and soft may be
suctained by more vigour and firmness on
the other; and the sallies of a lively imagi-
Mmtion may serve to cheer the intervals of
relaxation from profounder studies and
pursuits.” : )

# Indien Philosopher.




16 TAMILY ANNALS,

“ Then you justify a man of sense and'

learning in making choice of a merely lively
and agteeabie —&hall I say —common-place
woman ;" .

¢« Indecd I do not. Such a woman, as I
before observed, will never understand nor
know his value; she will be incapable of
sympathising in his pursuits; nor, as the
mistress of his house, the mother of his chil-
dren, the manager of his affairs, can he have
any confidence in her. No friendship, pro-
perly so called, can exist between them g
~and marriage, it has been justly observed,
ifnot a state of the highest and most en-
dearing friendship, is something foolish or
vicious.”

¢ 1 perceive, that the suit of my rich mer-
chant must prove vain; he is certainly not
the maid’s husband, as described by my ro-
mantic Ellen.”

¢ But why romantic dearsir? Isit noi

OR THE SISTERS 17

from your own instructions, your own ob-
servations on life and character, that my
principles and opinions are derived? and
if so, is there, let me ask, any thing in them
so very impracticable and absurd ?”

«Tt is not, my dear girl, to your princi-
ples or to your opinions that 1 ohject; but
rather to what L suspect to be their secret
application.”

% 1f you, my kind, my indulgent futher,
really objcct, 1 shall, while thusimmature in
experience and age, certainly think myself
bound to yield to your objections; and even
in future, to give to them, with an atientive
examination, their due weight.”

¢« That is spoken like the daughter in
whom 1 have ever delighted, and in whose
duty and discretion I fully confide. At the
same time, I owe it to the merit of Mr.
Neville to declare ; that, did I see any pro-
bability of his- securing by his profession
 that competence which I consider as neces=
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sary to the honourable and liberal support
of a family, I know no man on whom I
would so cheerfully bestow the hand of my
Ellen, and a precious boon 1 should consider
sucha gift.”

¢ But why should he not,_sir? May not
talent, probity, and perseverﬂkance, command
success? In the mean time we can wait.
We are both young.” @

¢ Ah, my love! you can yet scarcely un-
derstand the misery, where the feelings are
deeply intercsted, of a protracted engage-
ment ; that suspense, those alternations of
fear and of hope, that fret the mind, wear
thie health, sicken the heart, and like a
deadly canker, blast the blossom and pro-
mise of youth. I will tell you w/hy 1 doubt
the success of our friend. Inthe first place,
though his talents and acquirements are of
a superior order, and though he is both ac-
tive and capable of application, he is too
modest, too sensitive, too delicately serupu-
lous, to be calculated for success at the bar.

or THE SISTERS. 19

e

tHe is unfit to brow-beat witnesses ; he
would undertake no cause which he did not
believe to be just; he would not use his ;n-
genuity to colour oppression or fraud, or to
¢ make the worse appear the better tea-

3 99
son.

« Ah! dear sir, what an affecting eulo-

gium.”

« [{ear me out. And, in the next place,
were his character and abilities of a different
order, his physical coustitution, notwith-
standing his profound legal knowledge, and
the elegance and justness of his taste, unfits
him for exertions of cloquence. To the ta-
jents of Cicero he should add the lungs of
Demosthenes, and his are, | had almost

said, alarmingly defective.

« Vou terrify and distress me, sirs 1 must
and T will hope better things. But of one
circumstance, but just come to nry know-
ledge, allow me to inform you. A distant
relative of Mr. Neville's who died a few
dayssince, has, from the estimation in which

OR THE BISTERS,
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he held his character, bequeathed to him the
sum of five thousand. pounds. Now this,
my dear sir, with the three thousand which
you have had the goodness to allot as the
portion of your daughter, will, should your
sad prediction, which heaven avert! be rea-
lized, secure to us a decent competence;
with which, not only comfort, but happiness,
should life be spared, will, 1 trust, prove
very compatisble. At least it will set us
above sordid waunt, and preserve us from the
misery of dependence and obligation.”

 This, 1 confess, alters, in some respect,
the question.  But four hundred per annum,
the interest of eight thousand pounds, for
on the principal, I presume, you would not
think it right to break, will afford buta
scanty income to a young couple educated
in affluence and in the lap of indulgence,

~and possessing a cultivated delicacy of
taste.”

¢ But, recollect sir, Mr. Neville is a

or TIE SISTERS, 21

younger branch of his family, and I am a
younger daughter of mine ; on neither side .
{herefore are we entitled to form expecta-
tions of wealth. Allow me also to say, that
thanks to yom" kind instructions, I shall
liave, 1 hope and trust, saflicient fortitude
and piety, good sense and good- principle,
more especially when aided and stimulated
by a worthy example, to render me content
with the situation in which Providence may
think fit to place me: and (o enable me to
chasten my inclinations, and circumscribg
my expenditure, within the limits of my

circumstances,”’

« All for love, or the world well lost 1"
observed Mrs. Percy with a sarcastic smile.
é‘ .
The check of Ellen flushed.

« No, madam, [amnotso giddy a crea-
ture; I would not dare to encounter hazards, 3
and incur privations, to which 1 deemed my
strength and resolution inadequate. Sull -




o WG way that sigh, tnat blush, Iillen 2
1 was not .
I was not conscious of cither, sir.”

£¢ - \
\Vhe_'n you say so, you are not; I sus-
pect, quite sincere. But to return to mv

22 FAMILY ANNALS,

less would I be the means of entailing fail-
~ure and calamity on the man whom I love
and esteem.”

« But arc you sure that in future, /e
Q‘vvlmay’not reflect upon an carly and impru-
‘dent- marriage as having .enchained him
through life, aud bound him down t6 a sta-
tion mortifying to those aspiring hopes and
anticipations by which every man, more es-
. pecially when possessing talents, is animat-
- ed and buoyed up on his entrance into life?

¢ [ have, mdeed been nreaﬂy deceived
in the character of Mr. Neville, if it is of
the descnptmn which you scem to suppose,”

¢ But, that on these oceasions, young
Iadies should be dec‘ei\ged, or should assis¢
in deceiving themselves, is not, you will
allow; very uncommon or extraordinaty.’ '

¢ Most certainly. But as the acqualm-
ance betiveen the gentleman in questlon

FRAN

perceive, and perhaps you Rhave L LHEHE
me for it, that you know something of the

world, in which every thing worth havmr" ‘

is to be purchased ?”

&

T am not, sister, entirely of your opi-
B O :

B

OR THE SISTERS. ° 23

and myself, has been of long standing;
and as our attachment, if I may so express
myself, has been a preference, not founded
on mere external advantages, fortune or
showy accomplishments, but growing out
of mutual sympathy and esteem, I have a
title to hope, and to believe also, that it is
something more than mere illusion; and
that the sentiments and views from which it
took its rise, are likely to render it equally
permanent and sincere.” -

¢ 1 give you full credit, my Ellen;” said
her father, with a look of affectionate ap-
probation ; ¢« and though I am persuaded

 that absolute want of decent comforts of life,

uncertainty of the sustenance of to-morrow,
or dependance upon others for support, are
among the heaviest evils of life—yet, am
1 equally convinced that the luxuries, or
the ostentation of wealth, are little connect-

ed with the happiness of a rational, virtu- :.

ous, and well principled mind. _Such I be-

~, . o
#

Y
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‘responsinility o great weaith.”

“This lover, however, is not a Craesus, .

94 © FAMILY ANNALS,

lieve both your’s and Mr. Neville’s to be;
and I shall have joy in placing my darling,

the comfort of my declining years and still’

more declmm’o constitution, before I close
my eyes upen this world, under the affec-
tionate protection of a wise, a worthy, and
yirtuous man.”

“ Ah! dear sir; let my tears thank you,
1 cannot speak; and may 1 add with the
Poet, < 1f I could; words were not made
to vent such thoughts as mine.” > Allow me
to retire.” ‘

¢ Excellent ﬁl ! image and representa-
tive of thy lost and ever lamented mother !
Yoursister, (zharlotte, hasgiven youanoble
lesson.”

“ Yes, sir; and I hoth love and respect
my sister ; but her example is, I will own,

~ beyond my soaring.”

« Tlus,’my dear, - -1 have not 'now to
learn.” 2l

The chance of being a young; nch2 -and -
‘ B 6

OR THE SISTERS. ..'25

¢ True, sir; but though I 'sh\él} never
reach my sister’s heights, for a/l have not
the same vocation, I shall I hope and frust
never disgrace you, sir.

¢T hope not; but to be in debt ; and,
when our expenditure exceeds our receipts,
we cannot easily avoid debts,<is, I should
think, for a young lady, who, under a pa-
rent’s roof can have no real want unsup-
plied, a situation, if not absolutely disgrace-
ful, somewhat discreditable.”

¢ Alas, my dear sir,f I never in my lifé
could learn arithmetic. In obedience to
your commands, and in emulation of my
sister, I attempted to keep a regular ac-
count of my expenses; but, somehow or
other, 1 never could make a balance; and
at length, wearied with puzzling my brains
in useless endeavours, I was provoked to~
throw my book into the fire. And, then,
every time I went out, so many pretty things
fell in my way, and so many teﬁmp_ta'tions‘

: C
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assailed me, that all my good and economi-

cal ljesdlllt»ions, and indeed [ made many;

melted away before them.” -
> .

¢« This statement may, by you, be consi-

dered as very amusing and very witty ; but -
. pray let me ask you, how, on thgse occasions,

.ydu’would‘act, .of how extricate vourself

from the embarrassments into which your
Jdight and inconsiderate, disposition had

© plunged-gou, liad vy?)u not a father’s purse,

toapply to?’f -

¢« Oh ! ifthat unhappy periodshould ever
. arrive—and. most grievous, notwithstanding

my seeming lightness would it be to me=I
hope I should Thave a husband's purse to
~which to.apply : for, 1 do assure you, sir, if
. Ellen’s old beau, inthe sad dizappointment
of his ili-fated love, would be so good as to

turn his eyes towards my charms, which my .

“glass tells me are not less captivating than
are those of my sister, 1 feel by né means
i1l disposed to console him for his mortificas

TR SRR T e aTe

rable. To respect and+fo con:
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tion, and to save him from hanging

drowning.””

< Péerhaps so; but this point appeérs
doubtful. Idonotknow, indeed, whether 1

_ought to wish it: a marriage on such prin- -

ciples is as indefensible as perilous: yet,
light and thoughtless as you are, 1 believe
you would shrink from actual vice, at least
what is so deemed by the world; and a pru-
dent man, or a man of moderate fortune,
you would ruin or disgust. I have never
ceased to regret, and to reproach myself
also, that I should, by ény circumstances,
have been induced to allow you to pass so
large a period of your childhood and youth
at a distance from me.”

< That reflection, brother (said Mrs. Per-
¢y, coloyring) more than glances zgtnie; and
I thunk, 1 ought to.resent it.”

“No, pray do not; it is too late now,
and all was kindly meant.”
c?

~
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. «Tt was so; and 1 trust, my niece’s
destiny in life will not provc the worse for
it. You and Ellen may be very wise and
good personages; but not over-well calcu-,
lated for this world, or the existing state of
things. My litlle Ciarlotte is a girl for
whom no parent need blush ; and, should
she have the misfortune to lose you, or
should she miss of a wealthy husband, to
whose rank and station she would give so
muchgrace, she shall find an asylum under
my roof. She is innocent though gay-
hearted, and with a taste for the gratifi-
cations suited to her sense and age. [ have
for her conduct no fears: and, while Ellen
retires to a cottage and love, her sister will
in the world, be morein her element.”

¢ [ believe so; and 1 thank you fgr the

protection you offer ber, and of which she
may soon stand in need. 1 trust, she will
herself, feel properly grateful. In the mean
time, 1 will once more relieve her from her
pecuniary difficulties but it shall be, and
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indeed 1 feel it will be, the last time. Mark
the counsel of a dying father, Charlotte 3
and, be assured, that liberty, independ-
ence, respectability of character and dignity
of mind, are all inseparably connected with
a wise economy. e who exceeds his in-
come one year will be still more embarrassed
in the next; to embarrassment, distress will
succeed; and ruin and disgrace will termis
nate the scene.”

¢ Ah! dear sir, you -are very good; I
am sorry for the concern I occasion you.
I repent, I will (smiling through the tears
that ran down her check)—I will make a
new account book; I will try to imitate
my sister in every thing but in falling in
love with a man of poverty and honour,
and this for Ris sake rather than for my
own.”

'Mr. Seymour signified a wish for silence
and repose. The conference broke up.
Mos. Percy left the room with some ap-,

c 3
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pearance of displeasure. Charlotte remain-
cd a moment behind her, half bent her
knees, kissed her father’s hand affection-
ately, and softly withdrew.,

¢ But why romantic deatsir? Isit not

LN EVILC LU UTLIAlT
bability of his - securing by his profes
‘that competence which’ I consider as neces=

OR THE SISTERS.

CHAP. IL

Pyl

¢« MY dear Charlotte,” exclaimed her
sister, as she precipitately entered the dress-

ing room, in which the former, elegantly
attired, was, after dismissing her maid, most
complacently viewing in a large mirror the
entire reflection of her finely formed little
person, ¢ My dear Charlotte, I hope the
hint which I have just received from Mrs.
Petcy has no foundation in fact?”

«TFie! Ellen; so you hope your good
aunt has told a fib; or, to adopt the more
polite language of Swift’s Houyhnhnms, has
said the thing tifat is not. Is this, think
you, very respectful to her matronship 2"

¢ 4
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¢ Dear girl, do, if possible, be serious on
* what appears to me a very serious subject.”

- ¢« Why, to.you grave and sentimental
maidens, who conceive that, when they
marry, every faculty and every inclination
is, in submissive duty, to be yielded to a
despol, marriage, to be sure, must wear a
formidable aspect : but to me, a woman of
the great, or, if you like it better, of the
gay world, the subject has been otherwise
considered. Yet, I will allow (smiling
archly as she spake) that, toa true heroine,
it is a little mortifying to find a discarded
lover, instead of making a voyage to Greece
“jin search of the promontory of Leucate,

consoling himself by the exchange of flow- -

ery fetters for those more weighty and gal-

ling, in which he had witlessly entangled
himself.”

¢ It is then the mere triumph of coquet-
try, 1 will not say how unj ustifiable at
which you are aiming ; or do you really in-

Uy B D3R 74
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¢end to vow at the altar, and bind yourself
by the laws of your country, to love, ho-

" pour an:l respect 2 man whose character and

salities ave, I more than suspect, but lit
tle coleulated to inspire either of those
sentiments i’ s
o »

« A mere custom-house oath, my dear:
itis by the imposer of obligations, not by
those on whom they are imposed, that they
are violated.”

« Supposing them to be indeed an impo-
sition ; but, surely, not when they are vo-.

luntarily incurred?”

 «You, dear Ellen, are a philesopher,
and therefore can be at no loss to compre-
liend, that there is not only a physical but
a moral necessity. Now, physically, 1 am
not, I confess, compeiled to console Mr. .
Wycherly for the scorn of my elder and
more sage sister, by bestowing upon him
my own equally fair hand, which my smiles,
ch

e o w el EY BY & 4:7
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in the w;ery moment of mortified self-love
and importance, gave him courage to soli-
cit: but morally, 1 cannot, when our dear
father is removed from us to his kindred
heaven, live upon the interest of three
thousand pounds. Even though I should
resume my account book, the balance, I am
pétsuaded, would never be even; and,
thoughI have all due respect for our wor-
. thy aunt, her establishment in London is
not exactly suited to my magnificent ideas;
nor is her temper such as I should like to
be constantly exposed to; a declining fa-
shionable Zelle is usually a little soured.

What resource then remains other than this -

which so opportunely offers, and which pro-
mises me, with independence and affluence,
the power of indulging my favorite propen-
sities?” :

“ Have but patience, a little patience :
6ur dear father’s life may be longer than
our fears presage; my house, should 1 be

~ mistress of one, will ever be open to receive

3
s

and ncur privauons, to wilcil 1 MLEEEs Ay
strength and resolution inadequate. Still -

B
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vou; our brother, who loves his sisters, is
daily expected in England; your attrac-
tions, your accomplishments, your powers
of captivation, may draw to you other suit-
ers, bhetter fitted by age and character to
give you a taste for higher, more endearing
sources of happiness.”

1 understand yon; but as the French
say, chacun a son gout! Now I never wasin
love with any thing but my own pretty per-
son, and the last new fashion: I am too
vain and too volatile to find happiness in a
passion sp serious as love. 'The more sub-
stantial, and more varied gratifications
which fortune can give, are better suiteg to

‘my tastes and capacities.”

* You do yourseclf wrong ; you are capa-
ble, and you will feel it, T fear, too late, of
better things. Iow much to be deplored
is that talent for the arts, for the cultivation
of which in the metropolis our dear father
was prevailed upon to allow of your so fre-

) ‘
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quent and long visits to Mrs. Percy. Vet,
we had hopes that your superior intellect
would not thus have been perverted and
subjugated.”

“ Itvwas my destiny, dear girl; and to
repine would be vain., But, let me ask,
whether, with your enlarged understanding
and liberal principles, it is quite philosophi-
cal and fair, to insist on others seeing
through your own mediumi? Whether the
difference in our characters and tastes has
its source in nature or in accident, in or-

 ganization or in circumstance, I am not
-sufficiently profound to determine: but,
certain it is, that difference is real and
great. Love and a cottage would, in less
than six months,. kill me with ennui : the
world is my passion, and thé theatre upon
which I am decided, if in my power, to ex-
hibit myself and my pretensions.”

-And to discover, when the discovery is
too late to be availing, the heartless, unsa-
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tisfactory nature of the passion to which
you sacrifice. ‘1t has been well and truly

observed, that jfools only are ever made’

happy by vanity.—And it is a fecol’s para- - )
dise to wh1c11 the highly gtited Charlotte
aspires.”

@

@ Your descmptxon, my dear, severely as "’
it bears upon the foibles of your poor: little
sister, would, I shrewdly suepect, be, found
not inapplicable to other p'tsmons besxdes
this universal one of vamty

"« Yes; to every, mere passion, I allow, -
upon which duties” and high duties, cannot
be engrafted. Passions are the winds only
by which the ‘bark ‘of life is wafted; it is
the helm of reason that must- safely dlrect
its course.” :

“ Avery pretty metaphor, to whmh some .
few years-hence T will pay more attention ;
but, really, my llttle VeSSPl at prese\‘)t, .
floats so smoothly on the summer sea} Wluch

. ¥ e
-4 .
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»

¢ Thls, my dear, 1 have not now to
learn.””
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dimpies and ripples and gpar kles*so prefhly .
around it. wiile the lizht APDhH~ of this
same V"u‘vf» fith and swellits cav streamers
and siiken saiis, that | (‘,mr‘«\t Lut iny h.]ﬂe
the deiightiul p!ammt; which lts unduiating
moion produces.”

“ Beware of treacherous quick sands and

hidden shoals 17 .

“ Love also has its wrecks! Dreadful
are the rocks on which its Lapless votaries
have been driven, and untathomable the
gulphs which have swallowed tiem up.”

"% Granted, if that love-is not found-
ed upon principle, guided by duty, and
chastened by propriety.” ‘

¢« Even, with all these correctives, you
will not-deny, that it way, that it has, and
that it isnot unlikely to prodnce m.su‘y
¢The course of true love 7s'ys our own
Shakespear) never did run smooth;’ and

- my sister ; but her exdmple Is, I will own,

“should the calamity you hint at, so grea! a

‘pious and amiable sister; but my mind must

; élyaracter less elevated and heroic than that

in useless endeavours, I was provoked to *
throw my book into the fire. And, then,
every time I went out, so marly pretty things
fell in my way, and so many temptations, = -
. . C - - N ;\_1

4
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Low did T sce the cheek of my:. Ellen blanch-
ed, and even her lips turn pale, when our
father spoke of the weak lungs and pulmo-
nary tendency of her Jover. Again, that
tremor! Furgive me, my sweet sister, for
thus renewing apprehensions so appalling.

I tope, Clarlotte, and I trust', S:“ﬁll: I

own, at the idea my heart siuks within me)

calamity, he destined, as the trial of'fny for-
titude, that, though the tenderness of my
heart should render p‘ni‘lnuoph_y a too feeble
support, resxnnatlon to the Almlohtv dispo-
ser of events, and confidence in the pater-
nal wisdom of His provzdence, would yet
sustain me?

And, doubtless, they would do so, my
content itself with a Jower flight. With a-

of my Ellen, I neither aspire to her enjoy-
ments, nor should dare to incur her hazards,
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My happme\s, or gratifications, ifyou iudge
that a more appropriate term, will never
depend upon any one individual. T will
“take the world as it goes, and fry to make

the best of it. When all things ch’mgeJ

a’round us, it were folly to hecome station-
ary. If 1 cannot enjoy, let me at least be
amused,”

« There might be some wisdom in this,

- were thé world eterpal, or was no hope af-
? forded us of a higher and a better, for which

the performance of duties here, serious du-
. ‘ties, must prepare and ﬁt us.”

“@ A truce, dear Ellen, I pray 3ou’ or, by

" ‘summonmg up ‘all these sombre images,
‘you will chace the bloom from my cheek,
and sponlvtﬁgﬁmrmouy and play of my fea-
tuges. Nota trace, 1 declare (runiirg: to
.examive her<eif in the ola.s=) of a dimple
remains ;-and the lignid- lustre of my eyes
L 15 becommw languid and dim. I hayé an
. engag'ement ‘this, evemng, and was- armed
& for conquest, mermless glrl that you are !
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¢« The conquest, I understood, had heen
already atchieved.” ‘

¢« True, yes; but, after alluring a lover
by complacency and smiles, a little coquet-
try is an excellent stimulatus to preserve
‘the new bern inclination from languishing..

Know you not what is said by our Enwhsh
poet —

¢ Yet ne’er so sure our passion fo create
¢ As when she t_ouéh’d the brink of all we hate.’

s Farewell love s the zl-pemeroso becomes
-your eoft expressive features, accords with
the flexible sounds of your plaintive voice; "
while  allégro should be the motto of your
more animated, yet perhaps less affectingly
seductive sister.”

4




S time, 1 will once more relie've her from her . and repose. The conference broke up.
o7 pecuniary difficulties but it shall be, and Mrs. Percy left the room with some ap-
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.And to discover, when the discovery is . . but, .really, -my little vessel,. at present,
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all things going on better than we, at first,
had cause’te apprehend. The courage, the
calmne&, the kind concern for those around
him, displayed by my dear Neville on this
occasion has, for my attachmént is no light
and capricious fondness, by beightening
“my respect for his character, and esteem for
* the qualities of his mind,” endeared him if
possible, more than ever to mny heart,

g S

“ Alas U my poor sister:-what a picture in

thy-last, on more than one axcmmtﬂ aflect-
‘ing létter, dost thou draw of thy unhappy
Eot _ Yet, remember, that lot chosen. de}

‘t THE SISTERS.

xmportmt period of susceptible
}Ouﬁh remove( my Charlotte from the g}ae

amidst fthe comd"mn of what is fg!sely be-

‘cause pm‘ttaﬂy called- the world. Bat,

withheld by true sisterly s‘ommlbemtmn, I
forbear.

“You judge rightly, my Charlotte, in E}@m
lieving, t mmftw what has taken place, the
valuable life of my husband must not again

[aRasVaTs
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necessity, to galling dependence or sordid
poverty, think you, that with my Neville
and my infant children 1 will allow myself
to pomp]ain?

“1tis tme, that I have felt, and still ae-
: flmow]edne, the value of %Iﬂuence, from the
power which is united with it, a power of
great worth when rightly used and i improv-
ed. I'takealso a pleasure in elegance as
- connécted with refinement and taste. But

what happy lot ever comprehended al/ that -
*"is desirable and good? While my heart is
: cpai"ed where it most oxqmsrtely feels, it

“will cost me no great eflirt of philosophy to
~ encounter, and to brave trials so much in-
ferior : and even were I inclined to repine,
1 should be shamed by the example before
me.

¢ Men are every where more ex posedthan
- are women to the assaults of ambition, and
to the temptations of pecuniary accumula-
tion. While my husbhand, in the spmwilde

ROy ARt IT Y ANTNATE
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" and summer of life, with talents and preten=

sions that justified the most aspiring views,

~shews himself superior to the accidents of
fortune, shall 1 prove myself incapable of._

admiring his magnanimity, of sharing his
principles, and unworthy of the distinction
ofhis love 2 My habits, also, thanks to my _
excellent faiher, are simple and unexpen-
sive? and shall I add (I believe I am.too -
proud to be vain,) the value I have for my-
self is founded—next to the pride I have in
being the chosen and hosom companion of a
man of sense and virtue,~upon what essen-
tially and intrinsically ‘belongs to myself,
It affords me pleasure to be esteemed by
others, and the esteem of the worthy, I shall,

* T trust, never wilfully forfeit: but those

whose regard for me rises and falls with the -
external ad;'antages or disadvantages, with
the accidents of my situation, can never in-
flict tipon me either mortification or pain.
Their .comments and remarks will never

+. reach my ear, or they will pass over it
«
unheeded. " The region 1 move in is, allow

D5 S
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me to-say, too high to be obscured by the
smoke and vapour of theirs.

¢ From this egotism you will at least ga-
ther, that we have happily no occasion to
make application, even were that applica-
tion likely to succeed, for assistance by the
acceptance of which we could not but feel
ourselves humbled if not degraded. Much
less would we embarrass a brother, a kind
and affectionate brother with all his faults,
by our difficulties: when, alas! it appears
but too probable, he will have still severer
trials of his own.”

“The small fortune with which we began
our married life is not greatly lessened by
those expences which necessarily attend the
first outset in the world ; and the formation,
however frugal, of a domestic establish-
ment: that much shoﬂd, in so brief a
period, be added to our original store can-
not be expected. A capital, however, of
seven thousand pounds remains; this, while
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we determine and contrive to expend only

the interest, will be a provision for our

chiluren, to educate whom in frugal and

industrious habits will be at once our duty
. and our care,

¢ Neither inclination nor prudence will
allow of our remaining in London ; but an
active friend of my Neville’s has alréady
undertaken to look out for a neat dwelling,
suited to our views, in some cheap, mild,
and salubrious situation in tie western or
southern parts of Iinglaind or Wales, 'This"
ther, when our affuirs are settled, and my
hushand’s renovated strength admits of his
removal, we shall repair, either by water if
practical, or by some other easy mode of
eonveyance,

-

-

“ You may perceive then, dear Char-
lotte, that we have but little cause to repine;
we lock forward, en the contrary with
cheerful hope. Qur new situation will find
Us occupation so constaut, that we shall

p G
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scarcely have time to regret those social
advantages which are in the metropolis to
be enjoyed, and which the learning, the
knowledge, the talents of my husband so
admirably fitted him to relish. That know-
ledge, however, those talents, will afford
him resources in retirement; and, in the
education of his children, will prove inva-
lunable. '

% When settled in our new plan of life,
and the interval I trust will not be long,
my Charlotte shall, if they will interest her,
receive the details. Till then I shall not
have time to write another line; for to re-
lieve my husband, in his present circum-

o

stances, as far as in me lies, fromevery

exertion and every care is, not merely my

duty, but my highest gratification.”

- ¢ Let me, nevertheless, before I depart,
hear again from my sister; and more of the
affairs of our brother, -respecting whom 1
have serious anxieties,

ELLEN.

LELAL WL YEialkll RO LT a1

her délicate habits, and still more ]
frame, and with the feeble health of her
dear invalid, prove insufficient even for

on THE SISTERS.

_“From Charlotte.

“ Ah, yes! you are, you were always
right, wise, amiable and respectable. But,
as you justly obscerve, you soar in a region
too lofty for us poor mundaone creatures,
entangled in the flowery, (or rather silken)
fettevs of terrestrial usages, fashionsand pur-
suits, to ook up to you without aching
eyes. Ilow the sage our father, with the
good !ady our mother, contrived to intro-
duce intothe world, creatures so varying in
temperament and charvacter as their three
descendants have proved, is a problem too
puzzling for my poor brain to solve. Itis
true, as you intimate, sowe variety existed
in our mude of training ; or, as the philoso-
phers would say, in the circumstances that
formed our moral atmosphere. But, be-ide
this, T am greatly inclined to suspect, and,
as some extenuation for my follies, very

willing to believe, that an original germ of

difference must have existed, whether seated
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12

in the orcans of the brain, or resulting from
the system of the X}ef‘ves.

YVet, with whatever levity I may appear
to treat this by no means light subject, - far
bé from me the envious meanness of depre-

ciating the admirable qualitics to which I -

~ earmot’ aspire. And why cannot? asks my
 Ellen, with her usual mild an_d‘ tender ear-
‘ -ﬂéstnoss, when her heart is in the guestion,
Is not reformation the next step fo convic-

tion ? What merit can there be in acknow-"

ledging fanlts which we are determined not
to telinquish? , Why first, dear girl, if you
have looked into society and character with
a discerning eye, you may have discovered,

that there are, generaliy speaking, only two

. causes, whether operating separately or
~gotitbined, that can lead peopic to the con-

’ . . . Iy . .
fession oftheir defects : one is a secret con-.

sciousness, that the endeavour to conceal

~ them would bé vaiil; the other a determi- -

~nation never to attempt their subjugation.
Nevertheless, to disguise from themselves

OR THE SYSTERS.

the feebleness or the odious selfishness which
is thus implied,* they spread before their:
ments} eyes, the gauze veil of spuﬁnns can--
dour : ‘that is, they add to being nnprinci-
pled and unamiable, the em'ontery of defy-
ing n]l;dctc'eimy, and glorving in their shame,
Tlie hypocx:ité is eurely to be preferred to -
the daring profligate; the former, at least,
shews a respect for virtue, the latter a con-
terpt; and that which is at first mer%]y afe
fected, may, by repetition and habit, become
at length genuiné and sincere, ,A.c?know-f
ledging foily, therefore, and acknowledging
guilt, are sure almost to become inveterate,

- Take at his word, and avoid him #ho has

for his own character no respect, ‘

“How severe, in the preceding obsérva-
tions, do I seem to myself; for follies surely,
great follies, 1'have and attemnt not to
geny’: whether guilt can be imputed to me,

+18; -1 hope more questionable. Kngw you
: llgt, my Ellen, by theory at least, the fatal
progress of error? »Qne wrong step, one;
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abuse of reason or dereliction of principle,
how does it entangle us, in what an inextri-

' I e ‘
cable labyrynth may it involvéps! T have -

taken that step, as you tell me, with open
eyes, Recpectubie and venerableasare the
highér sources of morals, they are also
v sureiy such connected with taste.  Man,
. we are likewise told by an eloquent French
‘vwriter, is a bundle of habits: and it is true.
My tastes and my habits were then, as you
“say, unfortunately and early perverted.
The circle of fashion, narrow and factitious
as is that circle, I talsely and foolishly con-
“sidered as the world ; T perceived not how
lliuswe were its pbantaqmaworia its lmpos-
ing tone awed my reason, its insolent pre-
-tences imposed on my unwary mind. Its
fool’s paradise was spread out before me,
and tempted my inexperienced feet: glitter
“-and foil appeared to me as the solid ore; I

became dazzled, intoxicated, and - wilfully."

dé_ceivéd. 1 perceived not the distinction
between pleasure and -happiness, the admi-
ration of- fools and the respect of iy own

"
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mind. 1 felt not, buoyed upﬂ by the light u
spirits of youth, how exhausting were tu-
mult and crowdi, how empty the gratifica-

tions they afforded, nor how vapid the state

that succeeded.

1y

P

“Thus 1 fhade my chaice, and T must
now abide by the result. But, by that.
choide, you say, however ill ‘or mistaken,
duties are imposed upon me. It may be
so; but I cannot fulfil them. I neither
love nor respect the man to whom 1 have
given the title of husband, how then can I-
perform the duties of a wife? And does he
deserve that | should perform them? What
were his motives in taking for a bride one
whose youth, whose gaiety, whose charac-
ter, forbade all ideas of sympathy, all ex-
pectations. of - u‘lendshlp, of tender confi-

.dence ? Aiven, in what had the semblance -

ofa. w;seA choice, when he directed the ar-

- tlﬂery of his antient’ gallantry towards my

gra¥er and more meritorious sister, her .

‘youth and personal graces were his pljin'ci-» :
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- pal, if not his sole attractions. - Gross on ¢
‘one side, then, I fear, and venal on (the
‘other were-the motives of our nuptml con-

""tr'ict He demanded not my esteem and
1‘e‘«pect and to give him my « wﬂ'ectlon was

, unposnb}e,:, >
. “Yes, I cannot conceal from myself
“that 1” bartered my youth, for glitter and
show: de‘ar!y would they have been pur-
chased, even though the expectation of
_theni had been less imperfectly fulfilled.
But, with encreasing years and infirmities,
accelerate& perhaps prematurely by the exs
cesses of a gay youth; infirmities from ‘which
my feelmog revalt disgusted, a,nd w‘mrh I=
" cannot, selace, this hushand of mme be--
comes more exacting, more querlgious, more
sordid, and less éndurable to me in any
" light, least of all in that to which 1 haye
"'g‘igean him a title. o .

< Hogy venerable and how lovely; after 3

@.

S
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“life well spent, consxstenf and improved, is |

a wise and virtuocus old age! How odicus '

at sich a period. the imbecile faultdpof =

childhood, the corrupt remains of the habits
of profligate youth! Ifome, in its best
sense, ¢ Where poh%hed fricnds, and dear

‘relations, meet, and mingle into bliss’—T

feel, I have none. 1f then, upon the wing,
I sgek pleasure or Fmﬁgetﬁ;hiess‘, can T dao '“
otherwise; must I bels'everely blamed ?
The powers of my mind, the - conscmusl;,
wasted powers, -the remorses of my. heart,-

« are surely my sufficient c‘Tlactlsennent, and

may prove an @\{pmtmn,

Ah; soffer me-at .-
least to beheve this., R L

~ “On casting back my eye thrmirrh' what I |
have been scribbling, I am both surpnsed

and shocked. In no hands but in those of
my Elleu would I entrust such dark reﬂec-

_tions.  But I dare not at present proceed.
The cloud I trust, sombre and threatening
"as is its aspect, is composed only of vas ..
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ledrn wisdom by the expemence of-
nd deeply I-again repent, are the

AMIT Y- ANNA‘L‘\,

pours and will pas @ fuvqy I close i hen this:
sheet, and walt a brigter-moment.

-

Ed

s« In a mood more hke myself, I resume -
,rmny pen., The sun’ shmee fr!onoua\y, and
the breeze, wlnch my opon windows admit, -
wafts a thoumnd bahuy sweets. 1 am half
tempted to, burn wbat in a day of heavy
rain, wnth the wind due east, was written
yesterd'ly Tlow (\tmospherlcal mﬁuence

subdqes the hvehest spmts !
‘/“M

¢ Bat I must now t'ﬂk to. you of this bro-

ther of our’s, ‘who is just retur ned to us; and

half dwtragcted between his penchunt for his

- pretty Histress, and his sy mpath) iy the for-
tunes nf our Ellen and her ‘worthy Newlle.
Your letter, “which [ put into_his; hand,

. bre'\thlp so much pahent and even cheer-

ful reﬂmnal.on has been scarcely “u[ﬁuent K

s

“tp soften his alarm.

stances -may fequire}

‘heart 6nly were éver absolute “an
" vious. While fot: exposed to
' “ Lo S

B
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ar creature! (he exclaimed) admira-
-ble W mau' so fitted tp shed lustre-over the
humbleat to-grace and to adorn the highest -

* situation. How proud am I of my sister !

But T will not. siffer her to sink so low, my
fortunes shall be shared with llel.

“"A)reﬂﬁmse fortunes so ample? asked

g Ceom Tee o - -
. his younger sister, of whom, ‘L suspect, he is

not quite so vain. Ilas no improvidence
lessened their original amount ; and- will
they more than euiﬁce, unbhared and with-

- out-farther diminution, to the present plans
\ of my romantic b&other, and the- little cap-

tive prmcess whose rdelxverance he - medlo
tates, .« : )

« We will take for our example the heroic .
Ellen, secka cottage'in her neighbourhood,
and emulate her vu'lues and her bappmess.

“In tlz‘eory‘ a '\}ery pretty ds'c‘be'me. tr’ul_}'r';' ‘
but, not quite so well suited to, the practical
charactexs of those for whose use'it is pro-
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to the t-érhpté.ﬁﬁns of pecuniary accumula-

tion. Whilemy husband; in the spring tide

.
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jéct(’d. La principessa is 1o heroine, no
“p ilosopher, no caint: the world, the fash-
" jonable, fascinating, wicked world, has, or
I am greatly wistaken, charms irresistabi}e
for the fair one ; and,as tor the lover, when
was his magnanimous and chivalrous 5091
ever debused by the petty cares, oF howed
down to the sordid caleulations, which a
rigid Dbalance between expenditure and its

gources requires?

« Tor these impertinent questions you
may guess how the worldly-minded and un-
heroic Chariotte wes reviled. In vain did

. 1, to this dear thoughtiess brother of our’s,

endeavour to distinguish between the prin-
ciples of a sound and elevated mind; the
sensibilities of a pure, unpractised, tender
:.heart, and those frothy y,'eb'ullitions of the
imagination, and transient impressions on
the senses, which are s6 often confounded.
A celestial angel differs not more frqm an
earthly gnome, than virtuous affection from
i A first-sight impres-

>

its base counterfeit.,
;

=Y <"

B

haanabadt snatandl
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reach my ear, or they will pass over it~
unheeded. Tle region 1 move in is; allow

~— DB o

.
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sion from skin-deep beauty, and a studied

‘manner, was made on the heart, the faney,

I should rather say, of our brother, who,
selting-eut on no mathematieat principle,
his eye gratified by externals, -took all that
was not visible for grauied. Not that 1

- know of his dulcinea any positive ill

a handsome; accomplished, common-place
voung woman of fashion; and, added to
these circumstances, ‘her present situation,
humiliating and oppressive as it certainly
is, has awakened the quixotism of her lover,
who is sworn to deliver her from durance
vile. The great evil of the business is,

~ that she possesses not the qualities in which

he i1s deficient; and that the ruin which
that deficiency threatens will, probably, be
thus accelerated,

© Of this letter he will be the bearer;
try then your influence over his wayward

feelings, You can preach prudence with a

grace and weight, that the example of the

preacher always gives to his precepts. -
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' not’he expected. A capital, however; of ' cheerful hope. Ournew situation wil
- seven thousand pounds remains; this, while us occupation so constaut, that’ we. shal
' e . ' 6 :
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/'« We are about to set off for the races at

York the weather continues propitious,

> ! - . .

and the carriages are i preparation. ‘1

have just received a tolerably liberal remit-

ish caro sposo, WY K

tance from my churlish : 1 . ,” : iLap. (v
spirits are again buoyant, 71z la bagatelle’

. . ' vovrirre
4 Your's, ‘

Cw

‘ 93 L4 I . .
¢ CHARLOTTE. "T'HE meeting between Mr. Seymour and

his favorite sister was affecting. His kind
~ offers of pecuniary assistance, pressed with
earnestness and fervor, were, with gentle
ﬁrﬁniess, repelled. ’

¢ We know how to contract ‘our wants,
observed Ellen; we shall not therefore feel

ourselves poorer than before.”

’ @

« But the sacrifices, my dear sister, that
you must make !” '

¢ Ave, 1 believe, principally ideal. The
necessaries, the decent comforis of life, -

D

kil




e

- pear again fyom my Sister; ana more o Lhe

. affairs of our brother, respecting whom I

* have serious anxieties.

%

Euvex.
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- will be‘pur’s; all beside is purely facti-
tious, and depends upon opinion 3’

N ¢ ' - \ .
But may not habit render certain ac-
.commodations indispensable :”

“ Iabits are not, though strong, uncon-
querable to the determined mind: to ‘the
resolution which the breaking of them re-
quires we feel ourselves not unequal.”

[49 - ' 11 )
Can._you relinquish the charms of so-

ciety, ‘the pléasures which the metropolis..

affords 2 , I

¢ Happiness and pleasure .are distinct, o

~ bearing to ‘each other but little’ resem-

blance. The former only have 1 been taught

to value.”

¢ But can you contemn the ﬁ/dvjdntagés of

polished society, you who are so fitted both
to enjoy and to a‘dprh it T

%1 do pot contemn those advantages ;. on

-

-
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the contrary, when the mere paltry gratifi-
cation of vanity is not theionly end sought,
I consider them not less useful and instruc-
tive than agreeable.”

¢ Yet, you are content to resign them.”

¢ Who can enjoy aﬂ» they desire? With

* s0 many blessings left, ought I to be so un-

grateful to the Giver of all good as_ to re-

" pine? Is not the beloved husband and fa-
therspared to me and my children? Are we

not still placed above want and depend-

‘ence? and have we not, in our own affec-

tions, and in the duties we are called upon
to perform, resources. to compensate the

privations of which you speak?”

« Tell me, Elien,- and tell me truly,

" whether the herqfsm you display has notits -
source in Jove, that qu‘pirélri of all that is no-= -
ble apd'g}l:eat? A pasgsion less lively would,
1 am convinced, be inadequate to the effects
*. " Iseeproduced.” SRR
- " E.2
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¢« That 1 love my hushand, I do not hewi-
tate to coufess,and that T love him tenderly,

- The love which I feel, however, is 1ot a
Llind impulse, an imperious passion, but an

affection. founded upon a conviction of

Worth,‘aﬁd} may I be allowed to add ? a <vin-
pathy or similarity of ¢haracter, 1lad Lot
first estcemed my Neville, 1 had never
foved him.- I.thought I perceived in him
those ™ principles and  dispositions, those
qualities of the heart and mind that would
confirm and strengthen what was of any
worth in my own. In my union with him [
,:.sduglatwﬁaﬁ Ihave uniformly found, a faith-
ful, enlightened, affectionate friend, a wor-
‘thy father for our mutual offspring, and a
prudent manager of my own and their most
momeintous affairs,”” ‘ o

¢ Then,in your choice of him from among
wealthier suitdrs, you were altogether cool
and dispassionate.”

o

-7 do not aiﬁgin that; I felt as a human

N OR THE SISTERS. CFT

heing, as a woman, as a ygung woman,
wliose sy ﬁ\paihics, sentiments, tastes and af- *
fections, both natural and acquired, were
blended.” '

“ You might have been deceived, orhave
deceived yourself.” N

L

7

- “Doubtless; who is infy 151e’? least ofall .
A& -, -
is it to be expect
yvouth.”

from inexperienced

“ And had accident or time at lerrgth con-
vinced vou, that you had heitowed your

Deart on a libertine, a selfish ind unprinci- =

pled profligate, whom your, imagination .

had decked with every virtue, had adorned =~ -

.t .13
with every grace?

“It would have proved to me most griey-
ous and heavy of all afflictions.  But, as T

decided not rashly ‘from a transient inter-

view, ora few wecks acquaintance, and, as

1 also consulted the judginent of- others,

2

. E w2

&
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' ration of fools and the respect of my own
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" less mterested and more experlenced than
myself' that: of my dear father especially,
“upon the character of* the man to whom my

heart inclined, I was less Hable toshe éx-
: _posed to, the mlsfortune of which 3ou speak.”

¢ But had it happened nevertheless"’ ;
‘f The shocl{ would ha’ve been grea‘t, the
.trial severe: in weaning my heart fraom its
~object I should, for a time, havé suffered

“keenly; biit that heart is, I feel, so consti-

v’ tutéd, that in ‘it love could not long have
“survived esteemr.- A’ virtno’us mind can hold
no. e6mmunion wnh what is vicious: to

:uch amind vice needs on]y to be seen to be
.abhorred.—Even, ¢ though to adorn her' .

’ every art contend i

’ . . ) !. . L .‘ . .
. ‘, Had you been married before this dis-
-eovery was made ?”

RS

¢ Oh! speak not of it. My ;mnd slmnks
ﬁom 50 ternble a suppesition.” ~ -

- youth and personal graces were his princi- -

-
OR THE SISTERS.

« éut n ifs possibility 2”

¢ 8till, 1 should liave duties to perfdrm :
the woxthlessness of another could. not juse
tify me to my own heart; .ot ucqmt me at
a higher tribunal,’for a derchction of thoée
prmcxples, the basis of which is 1mmutahle.
e« Pardon me, my smter,*thxs tnal of youi‘-
heart: your sis, I pelcelve, sterling virtue.

‘With such a wife, I can’giye to Neville:but

little credlt and still less compassion. 'He

must be a brute indeed ‘whom such a wo-.

man made,not all she w.nsh_ed R

¢ VVe are mutualfy mdebted to each other

-In the intimacies of married and domesti¢ .
life, if virtues are not reclprocal then‘ foun= ,
,datlon is insecure. 'The constant droppmg
" of water may at length wear away marble,

“ Who can. touch pltch and not be defiled?’
« Why sighs my wmere”‘

e
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e
1 can scarcely say: Charlotte, who s
"ot ogﬁed with secresy, has, d@ubtiew "lll ‘
,-ins

, fon red you of m)@rescnt sttuatlon.

“«1 should be very un)uqt it 1 ﬂald 50,
Clara is \oun.,, L..e has -not . been fortu-“
nately cxaclm smnced she lns,‘f)s ‘thought-
u a'i‘e ‘ali"oa;lt to : less p'uonh boew educated ébove her for-
e - % B tunes; and is at pges@nt an unh"ippy, an
' : altost ‘heart-broken dependont upon the
" honnty of a female relation; a-woman of av
, | narrow mind, somhd prmcnples and unoo-'

L _ < r 3 yerned temper. <What heart can be unmave -
E k;:“‘_‘.‘But ]i‘ttlel" S B A -~ ed by umoccnc&and beauty, in- Aistress; and |
NI g - : ¢ a & ('iam ;s; mmnenth b,éautlﬁll lhe éomml-“

‘ch almderatand you: Cl)arlt)tte is oﬂen seragion “and tenéemo»s th“h wlﬂch her si-
qe\ere: “*tllOUtarlght to”he 0.7 o s - tuation has lmplred me, appe'u" to’ ‘have
: » ) N p.ﬂﬂmed for méa hv"ly mterest in her af-

a 4 She h'ls ot in.the precent case de- . 1 fctionss’ she Tooks up to me as her friend
’,.,3 se,rved to-be called severe she has Spoken» 4 and deii fvorors when I appea smxlea, like
' the sun bursting all radmn’t from ‘a. cloud,

ho it of the lad in question. L
e y question.™ X - light up her lovely countenarce. . Can l".
disappoint. her hopes? It is true, T- l!'We
. . V md(kh rno Juect oi"erofmy hand, but is a .
o But why présume s 3 man ofbmmn }‘ound only b whatheswears
;good to b@ sgollien 30 _e s f’s t.h,ele,ﬂ'mn no: ) ;ﬁ or savs?. Wm he, not dlg*ng equally sacred 5
S ‘ ‘an expectauon gnen, i what ever mam’ler >
;0 T ¥ED

Cv Nol‘ én.ﬂ).,"good,'l pFQSUfile !‘n‘
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: Suc;h". an expectation I féel I have excited, ~ & No- but . she cannot ﬁfxtter. .Mahy*".ﬁ;
al.]_d it shall be ‘hlﬁll?d°’f’l ot - lugh and noble quahtles does my brother
“:/%1 ;!:: ‘ 5\: L ‘ - possess: ‘but one more humble, not less
 Alast for my b other.” s S useful, is wanting; and without -which
e e T . -every other may. become not merély worth--
And why that” «les? No unfavorable less but permcnous, : .
lmpressmn has Clara yet glven of he@f@“ N
character’; cucumstances only are against .« Name it.”
Jer?” S : . . ' v
L« Aﬂd they are s;i‘;)riw"’ . I . % Beber sclf-éoutroul.”

L

¢

4?,'

' ’ °
< « It is true ; but can I, ina wnfe, expect -

"¢ But, at he g ’
. r age, is slfe not still yielding to find a- substltute for this—or; indeed, can’

~
as wax ?’
1, does any man, wish it?”’

T,

T fear not.” e .
) S ' ¢ Why not ?”

B

» ’ KM&‘ |
113 !

e nlzlllrt] fh:xlll not fear: the mﬂzlence “of - % Because it implies qualities scarcely
power}'ul . y 0ve, is, “with .YO‘“ bex, ali " consistant W1th feminine, goftness; or a
: e .‘,', , R -strength of character whlch the o'enerallty
¢ ‘ of women ‘whether from nature or educa-

“ A ) Lt \ 2
dm‘t““g ””5 ny bmglern S« o} tioml w;ll not say, do not possess. Meotd

St R

‘4 “ Is Lllen sarcastlc I

“

A
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66 Yot some do, and without being deﬁcl-

. ent in true fammme trentleness

“‘I ‘grant- it :
Cldra shall b“e sdroolgﬂ by Ty wstcr.

. . 2

“0 no; excuse
dare lmt undertake.”

me; tha@ is what T 4

s

e ‘Weﬂ; well; T \u]l think of all ‘ﬂus,:"
fore-warned is said to be fore-armed. I

have been thoughtless and ox(mwndu(, but -~
~my heart is tender and warm.

- For the
wife of niy hosons, the mother of my chil-
dnen, surely 1 shall be ab}c to mal\c great

1)
Coe
N

“T hope so; “yet, bef’me takmrr the ‘im- -
pertanﬁ%iep you mednale, nould it not be |
- advisable to examine and arrange your.af-
fairs, to mark out some stgady plan of con-
. duct, and to endeayour to ﬁ}%lt it out of your -

own power to be otherwise than eqmt'\ble ;
and Jjust® S )

~

Elleu, for qumpk’ and .

. e 7t e w " .
.. « For /mlrgd substltgteﬁ compassno.n.”

B

%
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¥

Ol TIIE

e Do \ou then belleve ‘me capable of in-
}lethC H . o "
1 believe all V“mxr ﬁclmos to be he-
norabie and good ; but gco]moa are at onte
lmpenuus 1.1aster-x and dangerous guides. ,
~SLhe couqueror of the world would be weak' .
could' he.not govern hiniself, Witly a- vo:
'iuntdr_y power over ourselve~ virtue is intie
mately cmm%ted without such a 1 power it
can scarw]y exist.” ‘ .
‘very g ood an(f
But, in the mean time, while I s
“am waiting to be wise, my lovely girl wxll. ‘
be suffering marty:ﬂom,f‘rom that most: odi-" »
ous of" all tyrannies, the tyraany of an out- '
'rfmeom temper, that, with a disgusting and * -
detcstable species of e%ﬁshness, makes its. -
splemetic rrratlﬁcatlons out of the wounded .
-feelings of its he]pless victams whose hafred B
and Lontempt it at once- provolxes.

All tbxs my. be, andl
very true.
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.G And why? Does not the daily influence-

of' a bad temper injure as well as torture
those upon whom it -operates ? He who is
compe]led to suffer injustice, tobe a slave,
will, when his turn shall come, be prepared
" to inflict it, to. play the tyrant. All the

vices are, like the virtues, contagious: pain-"

- ful and resentful feelings, too frequently
called into exercise, will, in time, stifle the
‘benevolent affectioffs. I must first snatch
*/Cldra from the ,eizil.s‘tﬁat surround her jrand

then we will mutually project our “futurc

plans.”

OR THE SISTERS.

~

CHAP. V.

To Charlotie.

“ITis lono' since I heard from my  sis-
ter: I, nevertheless, take up my pén to fulfil
the request contained in her last letier, with
an entire conviction, that her interest in
our welfare and comfort is not less lively. -
and sincere than when that request was
made.

«7Pell me (said my Charlotte) whe}l
settled in your new situation, whether your
resxuuauon in the change of your cnrcumé
stances, and fortitude under that chanfre,
remain unabated ?

%
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~¢Tf T feel any hesitation in veplying to
such an inquiry, it is from a suspicion that
what 1 Jave experienced, since the iffe of
iny hushand was no longer in danger, and
do experience, can scarcely entitle me to
claims ‘so’ high. It requires but a small
. share of fortitude to submit to the priva-
tion of that on which a high value never
was placed; and less vecignation to écqui-
esce. in a dest’iiy better suited, periraps, to
my turn of “‘mind and character than that
for which xt has been e\dmnnc-d ]Lumw
therefore, no title to demand either yeur ad-
Tiration eryour sympatay, how shall I ren-
der interesting to my Charlotte, in the great
and gay world of fashion and inteilectu al
variety, the quiet narrative of simple occu-

paﬁlon, uniform dutiés, and rural peace.

¢« We left London, and all which it con-
tains, on the last day of Apx‘iﬁ;yh‘évcl’linw

" westward, by easy qtdne ratfier mare than
two hundred miles. The weather hright-
_ening and softening as we proceeded, the

3

.

“give him strength.
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languid powers of my dear Neville appear-
ed daily, I may say hourly renovated. The

journey, as we managed it, far from fatigue-.

ing and exhausting, as | dx'oaded seemed t0~f
‘With reviving nature’
our hearts and our hopes revived; and
when, at length, at the close of day, we
reached the hamliet near which our wander-
ings were to terminate, nothing like the de-
pression which exiles are supposed to feel

‘clouded our spirits.

¢ 1t was deep twilight When the chaise
stopped hefore a small neat farm-house, the
faint outline-of which only was discernable.
A clean eldorlv woman, the ruddiness of
youth on her cl,leek summoned to the rustic - ’L

_ porch by the sound of the c.mnoe whcels,

met us, with a light in her hand, at the en-
trance : curiosity and respect were blended -
in the expression of her features, as, drop-
ping ‘many a rustic curtsey, ‘she conducted
us into a parlour on the ground floor. Here
we found a cheerful. fire blazing ou.the

&

i i
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hearth, some showers having in the course.
" of the day a little chilled the atmospheré;
- the'tea equipage arranged in exact order,
and two candles burning on the table.

“ As the good woman left the room, to’

assist in the removal of our baggage from

- the chmse, my eyes and those of my beloved
husband, after glancing round the apart-

~ ment, met each other, and, as by a sponta-
neous impulse, our arms extended in a
mutualkembmce}_, If at this moment, our
tears mingled, there was in them more, infi-
nitely more, of tenderness than of sorrow.
Our children claiming a share in these
caresses, were alternately pressed to our
hearts, and a devout aspiration of grateful
reverence, mutually and fervently breathed

~ to that beneficent Providence, .from which
levery good and perfect gift descendeth,
raised, 'fo’r ar moment our minds and our af-
fectiens from earth. .

¢ These blended and sweet emotions gra-

[

*  OR THE SISTERS, o1

dually and gently subsiding, we gazed wiih

"“'@11@10@%1110 satisfaction dlld confidence lei-

surely dround The room was of a moder-.

cate and convenient size ; the furniture good,

plain and app;oprlate. Iivery thing aps
peared clean and new, and all was airanned‘
with precision. :

¢« My brother, doubtless, informed you
that a portion of our property had been ex-
pended by my Neville in the purchase:of a
small farm, from a more wealthy friend,
who engaged to prepare it for-our recepuo

1

and resadence.

¢ Behold us now then in our simple fome,
enjoying our tea by our fire-side. Small
loaves mixed with milk, excellent fresh
butter, sweet cakes of various shapes and
forms for our litdle ones, new mi‘lk and .
cream spread our cheerful hoard. Never,
at aify table furnished with ‘dainties, had I
enjoyed so refreshing, so exquisite a meal, :
'The looks interchanged between my huse
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4

3

band and ;}15‘591& "at_he pleasurable tears that

moistened the eyes of each, needed not the
aid of werds to express what was passing i
~our thoughts. The silence of happiness, of
sympathy, of confidence, is more cloquent
than speech.  The glee of the children on
h'nm% escaped the coiifinement of the car-
. rlaoe, and on finding their limbs once more
at libetty, was more loud and joyous,

¢ Seyeral hours thus fled rapidly away,

till a languor that stole over the softened

features of my husbhand gave a signal for the
removal of our darimgb, whose eyes also
began to show symptoms of heaviness, to
their chamber. We followed at an early
hour, but retired not to our own rest, till
after, kneeling on the opposite sides of the
bed in which our infants slumbered in the
calm repose of health and innocence, we
had, with hands extended and joined over
them, offered up our united thanksgivings
to that power, who like a parent at once
tender-and wise, had,- even in the cup of
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chastisement, mingled the sweetest consola-
tions. Tien, with arms affectionately en-
twined, and -pirits calm as infaucy, we
cutered our chamber,-and, on our clesn but
homely bed sunk into a sleep more refresh-
ingly profound than we "had ever before,.
even on beds of down, and in scasons of
the most presperous fortune, experivnced,

® Between six and seven in the ensuing”
morning our slumbers were dl:«sxp'lted by
the rays of a bright sun, that,’ beaming
through the opening of the window shutter 8,
p}a)ed on the white coverlid of the bed.,
T'he sound of infantine voices, as in reno-
vated spulta, reached, at the ‘same instant,
our ears :

¢ The spirits pure, the slambers Tight,

That tly the approach of morn,’
A}

“I would not allow my husband so early -
to quit his couch, lest the "dews of the
morning should not yet be exhaled ; but;

®
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remembering that 1 was no longér a fine
lady, (though I had never mdu}ved much
in that most pernicious of all luxuries
morning dozes) I sprang from my bed,
passing into_a.dressing closet by it side,
threw open the casement, and, with delight,
inhaled the fresh and balmy morning air.

My eyes dwelt for some time with joy on’

the rural, scenery which spread itself be-
neath my -windows. The vivid green of
the meadows; the budding _trees, the ex-
, pandmg blossoms, all bespoke the presence
and the progress of the lovely vernal sea-

son, when, as in the youth of l|fe, every ’

thing is full of promise and of hope.

- Havmrr dressed, and admmlstered to
the dear invalid a cup of new milk, I assist-

‘ed the maid in preparing my little ones for
their breakfast, and afterwards in making

ready our owp.

¢ Be not shocked, dear Charlotte, and
believe, that, in these domestic offices, how-

s
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ever new to me, and perhaps from that very
circumstance, for novelty communicates to
most things a charm, I rathér experienced
a pleasure than felt a humiliation. Action
is to me always pleasurable, and what to
me are now fastidious and ‘artificial distinc-
tions ?

| “ Yet, had I been wicked or” weak -
enough to murmur, a delightful dis,coVer;V‘ i
and consolation came to my aid. We had .
passed the preceding evening in & room at
the froni of the house, and had postponed
tili a future opportunity all farther exami-
nation ; but, in.search of something I want-
ed, just before my Neville came from his
chamber, T accidentally opened the door of
a back apartmeat, to which a short passage .
led. At the prospect which presented it-
self, I stood for d few moments in p kmd o

tmnsport for which I want a name.

_ ¢ The room was larger than that in which‘
we had supped the preceding evening. The

i
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ci‘e]ing, however, was, like that, somewhat
low. A muss pattern pag‘e;* covered both
“the ceiling and the waiis, and a carpet of
the same colours’ and pattern spread the
floor. 'The fromt of the room, which faced
K ﬂ:e souﬂa‘ was entirely of casement, in- the
centre of W'ucu a door stood open. A rus-

3 .
tic viranda, n,i.ldz ran along the outside of

the casemetif, was supported by the trunks

of small trees, round which; and 'thmugh
Cthe lattice work of the viranda, was en-
- twined a rich profusion” of Chinese roses,
in .every progressive state. of bud and

!)Ioom ; their stems sprung from between

small round pei)l)les, of different colours,
‘which formed under the viranda a mosaic
pavement. _Before the windows was a
small but beadteous lawn, sparkling with

dew-drops, which appeared as if of emerald.

green. " In the centre of the lawn was a
cluster of flowering ‘shrubs, consisting of
the almond tree, the snow”y florica, the dou-

ble hawthorn, peach and cherry blossoms ;
the white and the pink Siberian crab, the

N
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purple lilac, and the. labernum’s shower-
ing gold, &c. A border of rich mould pass-
ed round the lawn, planted with a _variety
of the choicest flowers which a.forward

spring afforded.  Ifigh hedges, mingled

with forest trees, sheltered, on the eastern
side, this lovely spot, as did the house on
the north ; while, on the south and west; &

sunken fence conccaled the termination,

and led the eye over meadows covered with
sheep, which, sloping downwards, and then
again rising, in fre‘nﬁt}\e undulation, preéentn
ed a rich, a lovely and variegated prospect,
Neither wood nor water were wanting to._
complete the scene, over which a brilliant
sun spread all its f‘"]On‘leS. Such was fhe-
- view without! ‘

“ Within, a simple and tasteful elegance
was displayed, The furniture consisted of
two small couches (or lounges) constructed
of bamboo aiid cane, provided with cush-
ions, pillows, &e. of white dimity fringed.
z!‘e chairs, tables, and wm&ow curtains

‘}‘1 | \}(ﬂ
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were of sinilar materials, the latter hung

and arranged with peculiar taste. Over

the chimney was a glass, let into the paper,
-and surrounded with a wreath of flowers,
‘exquisitely painted. On two sides of the
room, from the floor to the cieling, were
bamboo shelves for books: on the third
was a small upright grand piano, which we

“had sent before us. The casement filled
the fourth. Over a large table that stood
near the windpws was spread a green cloth,
and on it were implements for drawing and
writing. A celestial and terrestrial globe,
handsomely mounted, occupied the corners
on each side the casements.

“The muses and the graces needed not.

to have disdained such a temple as the be-
nevolent and liberal tasic of our friend had
thus provided for us. Yet, were its deco-
rations simple and unexpensive, suited at
once to our fortunes and to the tirn of our
characters and minds.

»
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«“ Have you not already anticipated the
delight with which I ordered our breakfast
into this elysium, and conducted my hus-
band to the double regale thus prepared?
His pleas&gé, his gratification, were not in=
ferior to my own, and sweet was the love,
the confidence, the pure and unmingled .
joy, that presided over our repast. It
seemed as if we had, for the first time in
our lives, taken possession of a home.
What magic is there in that'little word! If
happiness is ever to be found—and He who -
implanted the craving in our breast has
surely for this, as for every other natural
and laudable desire, provided its- gratifica-
tion—if happiness is ever to be found, it
must be sought, not in great cities and
among the works of art, but in the real solid
pleasures of nature and virtuous aﬁfectign‘:

« Alas! when mingling soulsforget to blend,
* Time hath but little left him to destroy.’

*“ When the breakfast table was i'eniob"ved'
F Q . - .
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-we walked out on the lawn, made the tour
of our little domain, and joined with the
~ matin song of the ascending lark the soft
breathings of thanksgiving and praise. Al-
ready the long faded colour dawned on the
wan cheek of my love; every vestige of re-
maining languor had vanished ; and his ac-
'tive mind and character seemed at ence to
have regained their native‘energy and pows
ers. .1 left him, scated in a rustic chair,
shaded by a young acacia, on a rising
ground that overlooked the farm, consulting
with his bailiff on their future agricultural

‘operations, and returned to the house to ar-
~ range my domestic affairs.

“ On this subject you will, T believe,
scarcely require detailed particulars; suf-
fice it to say, that, with the aid of two fe-
male servants, I have brought my little

household into excellent order. The wo--

man'who received us on cur arrival does

the business of the kitchen and dairy, of the /

latter it is, however, my intention to take

%
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the superintendance: our house maid, a

clean, hale, rosy cheek damsel, is daughter

to the cook, whose husband is bailiff to'the
farm. The whole family stood in need of

some teaching and disciplining, but, thanks .
. to my wise and worthy father, the ornamen-
* tal, though it was not entirely neglected,

formed but a subordinate part of my early
training : to a knowledge of the useful, I

was taught, the first and the longest atten-

tion was due.

“My girls (said this dear parent) will
not have commanding fortunes; should
their merits or their attractions raise them

to rank, they shall be so formed and in-
_structed as not to disgrace it; . should their
station fall below their merits, though it
. may humble it shall not degrade them.

While we hope for good fortune, it is pru-

dent to prepare for ill: a mind alike fitted

for prosperous and for adverse circum-

stances will dignify both ; since it is in it

self, and not in what is accidental and ad-
F3 '
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_ ventitious, that its rescurces and real re-
spectability will be found.  The world,
however capricious or undistinguishing it
may be deemed, never despises those who
réspect themselves. e who unaffectedly

j', places himself in his proper situation will

provoke no one to push him lower. The

seat of genuine refinement is in the mind. .

I'rue polish, which solid materials oniy will

admit, will beam unobscured even in a cot-

tage: mere varnish can rarely be so artfully
spread, that the coarse and flimsy material
bgneath shall not appear.

“ Unpardonable, my sister, should I have
bee‘n, whom no untoward accident or event
ever separated from this good parent and
prudent monitor, had I utterly failed to im-
prove the. invaluable opporiunities I en-
Jjoyed. ‘

“ But it is time to relieve your attention
from domestic and rural affairs. Tn con-
nection with the former subject, T will only

®
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observe, that, by the uniop of firmness and
kindness, more may be done with servants
than is generally imagined. Imperfect,
like vurselves, or, from fewer opportunities
of knowing the right and the ‘proper, still -
more so, we must practice with them pa-

tience and forbearance. If, incapable of.

governing our ‘own passions, we outrage
their feclings, by expressions of contempt
and bitterness, we fail at once in engaging
either their attachment or their respect ;
and they become in éonsequencghardened
in wrong. The character of those supe-
riors is ever suspicious who are continually
reviling their domestics. "_:Sél‘VilUdC‘, at
best, is a hard lot; -perbaps it "has also
some tendency to degrade the being, since
all masters and mistresses do not abstain
from aburing the power which it gives to
‘them : it is therefore our duty to make al-
lovr?ances, and inkthis, as in a]lfcases, put.in
practice the christian maxim, of doing unto
others as, were we in their circumstances,

we would they s}nould Ado unto ‘us. The,

- ¥ 4
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minagement of servants and of children has

in it this in common, that erample is of

more importance than precept : by tyranny,

caprice, or intempefate language towards

either, we lower ourselves to their level.
If we have not eur passions and tempers
under controul, how can we expect, how
dare we exact it of those whose advantages
‘have been so inferior to our own. With
these general reflections I dismiss an im-
portant subject; a subject involving more
moral responsibility than the majority of
masters and mistresses appear to suppose :
by entei*ing farther into the detail T should
be liable to fall into the error of those,
who, by perpetual discussion of the failings
or merits of their domestics, disgust or
weary such as by propinquity or complai-
sance are compelled to listen to their ha-
rangues. ’ ‘
4

“I turn then to pleasanter themes, to
such &s, T trust, will'be to you, to whoem the
happiness of your Ellen is dear, more inter-

k]
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esting. The health of my beloved hushand
¢nily improves, as does his perfect content-
ment. His mornings are devoted to agri- "
cultural studies, for which he ever had a
predi!ec'tion. Breakfusting early, we dine
early also: in the afternoon, education and
our children, theory and practice, elaim our
united attention ; at six o'clock we take tea
or coffee in onr elysium, study, or library,
I know 1ot which term is most appropri-
ate, our retreat of recreation, improvement
and delight.

« In this our books are now all regularly
aivgnged, and of these no small number
treat on rural and agricultural topics. I
do not, as formerly, allow my Neville to
read to me, from the dread of injuring his
lungs, so delicate yet se hazpily healed and
restored ; bat I take upon myself the office
of reader, and find in every subject that en-
gages him the same interest and delight.
"Thus, while strengthening the sympathy
that unites us, I am improving myself for

¥ D
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the task of future preceptress to our off-
spring. It appears to me as if, till now,
I never knew the extent of the acquire-
ments and the resources of my husband’s
ever active mind. My respect for him en-
creases with that knowledge in so great a
degree, that it requires all the endearing
confidence which has so long subsisted be-
tween us to enable me to continue the sweet
familiarity, that has, for hearts capable of
affection, so exquisitea charm. Ah! how
I pity the votaries and the victims of vanity ;
for weak indeed are those among its votarics
who do not sooner or later become its vie-
tims !

¢ The seasons thus,
As ceaseless round a jarring world they roll,
Willfind us happy ! till evening comes atlast,
Serene and mild, -—
When, after the long vernal day of life,
Epamoured more, as more remembrance swells,
With many a proof of recollected love,
Together down we sink in social sleep
Together free’d, our grateful spirits fly,
To scenes where bliss and love immortal reign.” .
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s Forgive this egotism ; prudence and
my household cares tear me from a subject
on which I could for ever expatiate.

«When enumerating our sources of re-
creation 1 should have told you, that for
the double purpose of exploring the lovely
scenery around us, and extending our bo-

_ tanical researches, we have alow open car-

riage, upon two wheels, a sort of domes-
tic non-descript, safe and easy, and requir-
ing but one horse to draw it : we can thus,
when the weather shall become more fer-
vent, avail ourselves of the benefit of gen-
tle motion and the free air, without fatigue
or exhaustion.

« It is not then, you may perceive, for
fortitude and for resignation that I now of-
fer up my prayers; but for sobriety of mind
and feeling, for a heart prepared, amidst its
grateful emotions, to acquiesce in those

trials or vicissitudes that may yet await it,
¥ 6
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and capable, amidst its gratifications, of
expanding its sympathies.
“ Ernex.”

Crorsssos

From Charlotte.

y, thrice liappy, yet romantic El-
fanaticiem, Proteus like, takes ma-

ny waﬂ"‘ forms; and a visionary and a
fanatic, with the substitution of cart! Ay and

human love for spiritual fervors and devo-

tien, you surely are.

“ Do.you not perceive, my sister, that
‘your sensibility, your sentiments, your fen.
-der enthusiasm, the lot which vou have
drawn in the lottery of life, are wifowet‘le"

nique and appropriate ?

 Where is another woman to be for und,
in talent, in feeling, in modes of thinking,
and habits of acting, altogether like yours
self? Where another man like the hushand
of whom you have made an idol? Or, ad-
nuttmg, that other such mumd’ams may ex-
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ist, how rare must be the chances t‘zzzt brizrg
them together inunion! Youwr's is, I will
contend, a singular character and destiny,
affording no model, no criterion for others.

“ Could I consider it in any other light,

self-condemned and most humbled indeed

shouid I be: but to one is given ten talents,

to another five: various circumstances, phy-

sical and moral, produce ‘characters-and

beings infinitely modified, and o/l fulfilling

their several destinations—rays, diverging

from 2 comumen centre ; and, in a common

circuinference, forming an harmobnious

whole. 'T'hus conceiving, I raise my tear-
ful eyes from your eloquent and affecting

descriptions, and cast them around me into

the world. Then I begin to breathe again;

to throw off the load that pressed so hea-

vily on my heart; and, by less painful, less

abasing comparisons, than those which your

letter suggested to me, regain, in a degree,

that self estimation the loss of which is of
all calamities the direst.




TR T BAS A RASEE RERM T TTTh e ma.arnas MR E2 e

FAMILY ANNATA,

e If all like Ellen, shunnmﬁ' the world,

" were formed only for tender retreat, civil-

szation itself would be arrested in its pro-
gress. Great cities, men in crowds, nume-
rous asqomatlonq, call forth and stimulate
the- mental powers : arts and sciences, from
which so many conveniences, so many plea-
sures flow, are the result of- combined intel-
lect, stimulated by vicinity and competition,
thza offspring of luxury and dissipation.
~ Even the positign of Mandeville, in his ce-
" lebrated Fable of the Bees, that private vices
" become public benefits, however alarming it
may sound, it would be difficult to disprove.

« Having thus,in some degree, settled the

matter with my pride, for what mind can
sustain itself under its own condemnation ?
let me assure my sister, that envy at her
lugher, more favoured destiny, has no power
to lessen my admiration of her qualities, my
‘respect for her principles, or my sincere
: gratnﬁcatlon in their reward. Long, long,
without a cloud to obscure for a moment
itsfbeams; may the sunshine of joy and

s, T WAARRRA ) RAMALUy SRV WAL, LWL Ldatpa
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peace. irradiate her retreat, and rea]'zg‘,'
around her the fabled golden age. .

¢ A severer w arfare is, irf the mean tlme,

“- my lot, full of peril and il} omen, and over

which victory, I sometimes fear, is more
than dubious. A derangement in the affairs
of Mr. Wycherly, of the extent of which I
am ignorant, threatens to arrest my career
of pleasure, or of vanity shail I call it ? mid-
way in the race. :

“[laving no turn for business, I never
troubled myself with the affairs of my hus-
band, nor indeed did he shew any disposition

‘o place confidence in my judgement. Our

marriage, 1 take shame in acknowledging,
was a barter of selfish and sordid passions:
no sympathy produced, argl none. could
follow it: scorning to play the hypocrite, -
the mingled disgust and contempt betrayed
on one side, soon excited on the other ha--
tred and djstrust.  Yet, incapable of actual

e Tt . . .
_crime, and ﬁaughty in unsullied fame, ru-
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mour itself has ;Mdared to throw a
stuin on my namc,
¢ ButI believed myself justified in using
.the advautages for which 1 had so dearly
. sacrificed; and 1 sought, in amusement,
ddmiration, distinction abread, a compen-
sation for the privation of all that could
endear a name, [ took no warning from
sthe earnest remonsirances of my Lllen,
both before and after ﬁay mariiage, so fa-
tally prophetic of what has been, what s,
what yet may be my fate: having never be-
held the object that could call them forth,
I believed myself incapable of the sentiment
that has decided her happier lot. And I
still believe this :—my lheart is warm, my
propensities social, hut Jvze, aflection in
its devoted, e®clusive sense, I certainly ne-
ver knew. I perceive in the persons around
me a misture of good and ill, blended in
different proportions and degrees, but no
one ever appeared to me so perfect, or so
faultless, as (o be entitled to the entire de-
votion of my scul.
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“ With this character of miad I thought
I had reason to be content, for, if L attain-
ed not the heights, so 1 also missed the
depths to which more sensitive natures are
exposed. [For example, sweet as ave my
sister’s present feelings, what, had the re-
cent accident, now merely altering herex-
ternal circumstances, and thereby but varye
ing her mode of enjoyment—what, had it-
proved fatal to the life in which her own
being is entwined, had been the misery thus
inflicted? but to image it makes me shud-
der, and will blanche the cheek of my
Ellen as she reads. 7

“Be persuaded, my dear, that happi-
ness which is dependant upon another is a
fearful and precarious possession. Not to
insist on the subjugation it imposes, the va-
rious casualties to which it is liable, its de-
struction inay follow a momentary caprice.
In opposition to this uncertain blessing,
this thirty thousand pounds prize in the lot-
tery of life, of which so few have the small-
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est chance, I conceived I made a wise
‘choice in accepting the substantial goods,

the power, the enjoyments which wealth

bestows. Thus, under the wing of phyilo-
sophy, my vanity, yowu, who call things
by their right names, will tell me, took shel-
ter. ‘

“ Do not ask me, 1 pray you do not,
whether in its gratifications 1 have found
the promised good? I believe, even in their
~ highest zest, they exhausted without filling
my mind and my heart. The cup seemed
sparkling and brilliant to the eye, luscious
and sweet to the taste, but the dregs were
vapid or bitter, yet now when it appears
about to pass from-ne, 1 wonder I prized
it not more dearly. How full of contradic-
tion and inconsistency is that most curious
machine the human mind! Buot to return
from this philosophising, in which I seek to

beguile my anxieties, to common fact and
life. '

FAMILY ANNALS,
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« My husband, alas ! must 1 call him? is,
[ am assured, perplexed with many affuirs,
and declining rvapidly in health and life.
Six months have elapsed since we met ; for
why should persons, who are to each other
a mutual mortification and plague, persist
in the self-inflicted penance of becoming
each other’s punishment? In such circum-
stances, it is surely wiser to live asunder.
This we have pretty much contrived to do,
without incurring the discrédit of an open
and formal separation. Itis, however, at
present intimated to me, that policy, if not
dnty, demands my return to my home—let
me not say, for home isthe resort ¢ where
polished friends and dear relations meet
and mingle into biiss ;" —but to the residence
of Mr. Wycherly I am preparing to go;
reluctantly, 1 own, aund with a heavy fore-

boding mind. .

« Tenderness may endear a sick chamber,

. . @ .
and even mingle a delicious sentiment with

poignant apprekension; but, in forced duty
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¢ But it is time to relieve your attention
: from domestic and rural affairs. TIn con-
*~ mection with the former subject, I will only
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~ or heartless decorum, how repulsive is its
gloom !

“Write to me, and let the picture of

your Dappiness cheer me into forgetfulness
of self,
you doubiless think I deserve. Call me in
any way {rom my own thoughts and sensa-
tions. I begin to suspect that thoughtless
folly may border close on crime..

But, before I dismiss my pen, let me in-
form you, that your brother has taken his
Dulcinea to wife. They were married with
great pomp and parade on Thursday last;
and in a new and shewy equipage, drawn
by four horses, and attended by two out-
riders in gay liveries, and with enormous
white favours, immediately set qut ona tour
to the north, by tie lakes of Westmoreland
and Cumberland, through Scotland, its
Highlands%nd islands. .

“Peace go with them, or prudence, I
would rather say, had they not evidently

or vouse me by the chastisoment

©

lowatices, and 111 This, aS - all Cases, put 1

_ practice the christian maxim, of doing unto

- others as, were we in their circumstances,

“we would they should do unto us. 'The
- F 4 ‘
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manifested a det>rmination to leave it be-
hind. Thus concludes the preacher; and
preaching and practice, though I by no
means intend to insinuate that they never
mect, require, yoy cannot but be aware,

different talents. _
“ CHARLOTTE.”
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CHAP. VI

P

From Ellen.

“PDEAR, ing:enuous, ingenious, and e
happy sister, how easy, did not my heart
bleed for you, and did not yours evident-
ly rise in opposition to every sophistical po-
sition, how triumphantly so eveﬁr/“it seemed
to be brought forward by the powers of

your acute and cultivated mind; how easy

would it be to convince you of error: dare
1 add—of studied sophistry, of wilful, of
" indulged error. -

¢« While 1 cannot but shudder at the
avowed principles on which your ill-assort-
‘ed and fatal marriage was formed, I should

»
.

that unites us, I am improving myseif for
¥ o o :
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yet hold myself criminal if I forebore to
urge upon you, that a dereliction of princi-
ple and duty in one instance affords an ill
excuse for the breach of them in another
and that it is not by acding fault to fault,
by heaping, I had aim.st said, criine upon
crime, that we can expect to expiate, or be
exonerated for, the past,

¢ Whatever might be the motives by

‘which you were induced {o bestow your

hand on Mr. Wycherly, he is not the less-
your hasbaud; since with that hand you
pledged to him duty and faith, in the pre-

-sence of the Supreme Being, and with the

laws of your country to witness and sanction
that pledge. You prorgised to take him
« for better and for worse”; to be his solace
in sickness and in health; to sharve with’
him every vicissitude of life; and, in all
cases, in all circumstances, to afford him
all the aid and consolation in your power
to bestow. s
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¢ I will not ask, whether, on either side,
those vows Liave been fulfilled? But, now,
declining in fortunes, in health, in life,
has the husband no claim to all that a wife
can perform, how unwisely so ever chosen
that wife may have been: and is she not
imperiously bound, not merely by selfish

policy or cold decorum, but, by every ob-

ligation, every law, religicus, moral and
civil, to fulfil all that remains of the obliga-
tions which she, -without compulsion, with-
out either deceiving herself, or being
deceived, voluntarily and deliberately—
alas! even against warning, took upon
herself?

“ You are returning, you tell me, re-
tuctantly returning to your forsaken lowme,
from which you have so long absented your-
self. Hasten then before it is too late;
hasten, with feelings and with resolutions
very different from those which dictated
the letter before me, if you would escape
that most poignant of all miseries, self-ac-
cusation and unavailing remorse.
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¢ Dear infatuated Charlotte, how you
misuse the powers with which you
have been so liberally endowed. If, for
indolently suffering our faculties to rust (or,
in Scripture language, folding our talent in
a napkin) we inay be called to a solemn ac-
count, what may we expect will beithe
fate of those by whom they are consciouﬁ?
and wilfully perverted ?

“ 1t is true, that good and evil, humanly
so termed, are in the plans of Providence,
of which our intellect can take in but so
small a part, apparently blended: that is,
man, in this life, this perhaps first step in
a series of infinite existence, is not made
perfect: mistaking his true happiness, he
wanders in error, till experience, or it
may be suffering, shall enlighten his spirit.
% The rock must be convulsed ere it pro-

duces the diamond :”’ a woe 1s nevertheless

denounced against those by whom offences
shall come.

G
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¢« will not here enquire whether the

“plans of an infinitely powerful, wise and

benevolent intelligence, can terminate other-
wise than in ultimate and consummate hap-
piness to all: but, even with this glori-
ous perspective, who would not wish to

shorten the period of probation, to rise and,

not sink on quitting this world, in the scale
_ of existence and enjoyment? To suffer here
a few years, a féw months, weeks, days, or
even hours, is, to a sensitive being, suffici-
ently painful: how appalling then the
thought of more acute, more protracted
_sorrow, or degradation; of conflicting
through ages, through indefinite duration,
with misery and vice ! " but to return from

reflections which are not mere hypothesis,
and in the support of which much both from
reason and scripture might be urged, to
the subject more immediately claiming my
atlentien. . -

¢« Of luxury and dissipation, you say,

art and science are the offspring ; and, tri-.

umphantly quoting Mandeville, advance 2

" FAMILY ANNALS,

O TUE SISTERS. . 128 .

astep farther, and aver, with that dangerous
because ill understood writer, that private

 vices are public benefits.

¢ That the wealth of a nation, a commer-
cial and manufacturing nation, may receive
and encrease from the luxury of its inhabi-
tants, which, ever craving, affords a stimu-
lus to ingenuity, to industry, to the in-.
ventivearts, is a position that I will not at-
tempt to dispute ; and more than this I trust,
was not meant by the author of'the Fable of
the Bees : but though wealth may in some
sense, be termed power ;are wealth and pow-
er synoniraouswith virtue and happiness ?

” and has their progress always been stmulta-

neous and uniform ? Luxury, toa certain de=
gree, as an extension and general diffusion
of the decent comforts of social life, and.
even as connected with refinement of feelihg
and of mind, is, I grant you, a good to be -
desired. But, like all other things, it has
its limits, beyond which it cannot with im-
punity pass; an-observation that ma); be
62 ’
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extended to commerce itself, that source of

freedom, of improved civilization, of, '111’

_ that gives dignity and value to llfe,——these
are truths attested by history in every page.
. . N @y e

Y

remarks om&u letter by which I have been
"so variously affected. T will not, however
flattering they may be, accept your compli-
ments to myA sensibility at the expense of
my pringjples. That my lot is most fa-
youred, fhough I trust not unique, I am
gratefully disposed to acknowledge: but
yet, asa wife and a mother, I am not with-
out sources of deep anxiety : my Neville,
though restored to a family of which he is
“the centre and the animating spirit, hasstill
a varying flush on his cheek, a humid
brightness in his eyes, ‘an atmospherical
tenderness of constitution, that promises
not length of years. Yet, with those appre-
hensions, that might, otherwise, I own,
dash with bitterness the cup of joy that 1
gratefully raise to my lips, hope is mingled ;

N . , : . : ~ tence so dear aud valuable. .
¢T descend from general to particular :

-
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a hope which has for its foundation his,
present temperate, easy, equal tenor of

life; to say nothing of the solncxtudes of

affection watching constantly pver an an exis-

¢ But, should my fortitude be éventually

deéstined to strumJle with that most severe of

trials, I should not,. I humbly trust, allow
myself to sink in helpless: despondency ;
but, remembering that I had other duties
to perform, that my children had a claim
on my redoubled cares, that, whether

contemplated with the eye of reason or of -
faith, it would be vain to expect in this

life a scene of unmingled good; I should
not dare to repine at sharing the universal

lot—much less venture to call in question A

that omniscient power, by {vhom the uni-
verse is ordered and directed aright: Na-
ture, it is true, would asserther powerful
rights; but philosophy, which compels

our submission to what is unavoidablé, to
an unyielding, a stern necessity, would, I

Q
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fauiﬂesa, as- lo-be’entitled to the entire de-
votmn of my seul.
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trust, mark their limits ; while religion, by
| its cheerm«r assurances of the inseparable
. connexion between infinite wisdom and
goodness, would pour in its divine consola-
tions; would teach—-

« Fhat this dark state
tn way ward passions tost, and vain pursuits,
This infancy of being, cannot prove
‘T'he final issue of the works of God,

For ever rising with the rising mind.’

“ Do mnot call mine a singular mind and
character, and a singular destiny, because,
surrounded by the great and gay world, you
have not allowed yourself leisure to look
into the quiet circles of family affection, of
domestic peace. Many happy families have
1 seen even in the metropolis, where tempta-
tion to seek pleasure from home more par-
ticularly 2bounds: of many domestic virtues
and endearments have I been the delighted

" ° witness.

“ The gay and fashionable, like certain

WY O 1iC, O Wikt SO GV
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bigoted religionists, make to themselves a
little Goshen, where light only shines, and
decorate that with the name of the world,
which is merely a contracted artificial thea-.
tre, in which all is factitious and delusive,
calculated wholly: for stage effect. ¢ They
are dogs without!” say the bigots, with ex-
clusive pretension and spiritual pride : with
similar self-complacence, originating in a
similar source, though somewhat differently .
modified, does the fashionist disdain as ca-
naille (2 word imported from the continent
with other silly vanities, and for which, in”
free and happy LEngland, where the dignity

of human nature and of reason are respect-
ed, we have ne approprxate translation) all
not included in his own petty sphere.

¢ It is onlyamong the varied ranks of so-

ciety, of social and civil life, thata real know-

ledge of the world, that is of human nature

and character, can be acquired. Intellis

gence must be the result of stronger pur-

suits, of warmer feelings, than a life of idle
G 4 )
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amusement affords: every faculty of the
mind must, like every organ of the body,
receive from vigorous exercise its healthy
tone. '

** My Charlotte herself, in the letter
before me, affords an illustration of what
has been observed. ¢ The cup seems lusci-
ous to the taste’ says she ¢ but its dvegs are
vapid : the gratifications of vanity, evenin
their highest zest, exhausted without filling
my heart.

¢« Exchange then, dearest sister, pursuits
so unworthy of your heart and your wind :
try, at least, whether in the fullilment of
duties a more solid recompense is not to be
found. Dissipation, amusement, heartless
splendour may suffice for the real canaille,
but will ever be found insufiicient for am
understanding and character like yours.

“ Leave these idle pursuits, these idler

distinetions, to such as have no power to
distinguish themselves otherwise, to those

FAMILY ANNWALS,
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who can take no flight beyond them. Let
the moth hover round the taper till his
flimsy substance shrivels in the flame; let
the painted butterfly waste his short sum-
mer-day, sporting on the wing of zephyr
over flowery beds ; and select for your model -
the industrious bee, who, foreseeing that a
winter will arrive, uses the season of ac- ’
tion in accumulating stores whereby its ri-

gours may be softened or endured.

« The spring and summer of life flit
swiftly away ; but, when not abused, their
blossoms will be succeeded by fruits vicher
and scarcely less fragrant or fair, affording
for the winter a solace and supply. Oh! how
lovely, how venerable, is virtuous, wise,
benevolent old age! Then indeed is the
hoary head a crown of glory! From the
veverse of the portrait, we turn pained, '
with mingled pity, disgust and contempt.

¢ My sister, my friend, worthy of better
things, of a better fate! a crisis seems ap-
G a
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e Pcace go with them, or prudence, I
‘would rather say, had they. not evidently’
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proa‘ching, that before the chains of habit
arerivetted beyoud the power of unlocking
may yet redeem the past. “Not midway ha;
thy sand yet run—Stop, reflect, retrace thy - )
steps, be wise and yet be happy ! '

« Bxnn | CHAP. VIL

vy

BY the preceding letter the heart of her

to whom it was addressed was wrung, while
her mind seemed to experience an electrical
shock. Restless, disquieted, unsatisfied with
herself, she was yet lingering, when the re-
monstrances of ber sincere and tender mo-
nitress roused her to activity. She deter-
mined, though late, to fulfil to the man to
whom she had voluntarily pledged her faith
the last duty that remained ; and to plunge
at once into scenes o distasteful to her ap-
prehensions, to her imagination.so apall-

mg-.

She reached the hmise of her hushand
GG




avowed principles on Whlch yOUL HA=assEs

¢d and fatal marriage was formed, I should
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but a few days before he expired: she
shuddered as she entered the chamber of
death, as she gazed on the wan and sunken
countenance of the dying man, and beheld
herself surrounded by the inelancholy ap-
paratus of sickness and of mortality. All
was alike shocking to her spirits and to her
feelings : she tried to make herself useful;
but, unaccustomed to a sick room, and inex-
perienced in the tender charities that seem
more peculiarly to belong to her sex, she, by
her officiousness; rather interrupted thanaid-
ed the cares of the more practised and skilful.

‘The dying man manifested no emotion at
her presence, his faculties were torpid, and
he looked on her with a glazed and vacant
eye. Perceiving herself to be useless, or
worse than useless; revolted, disgusted,

“horror-struck” by the objects that encom-
passed her, she retreated to the solitude of
her chamber, where she remained motion-

0 less, in sad abstraction, without power to

composelor to arrange her bewildered and

L) ML OLU WV e
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tumultuous thoughts. Self-accusation, re-
gret, dread of the future, and remorse for -
the past, rent her heart by turns; or rather,

struggling together, produced a frightful

chaos in her mind.

In this dreadful state, with little variation,
a week passed away, during which she slept
not and took little sustenance. At the ter-
mination of this period death closed the
scenc; and complicated and deranged affairs
now roused the still youthful widow from
sensations by which she Lad been, not af-
ﬁicted, but stunned.

Extravagance, losses, unfortunate spe-
culations, had ruined the once ample -
fortune of the deceased. Disappointed in
his ill-assorted marriage, and perplexed in
his affairs, he had recourse to incbriation to
drown reflection; and a constitution which
early dissipation had enfeebled, and later -
anxieties broken, soon yielded to this per-
nicious habit. Nothing remained from the
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" to whom she sacrificed her youth, her con- -

pREL ARUSL PUiglialil UL «ll HISelics, seli-ac-

cusation and unavailing remorse.
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wreck of bis fortune but the settlement
‘ ma‘ﬂe on his max riage upon his bride. This
was only double the small portion she
brought to him of three thousand pounds.
Her father, hurt at the sentiments which
had: promptéd - her to court so unequal an
_ alliance; declined a larger jointure, lest,
,?con51dermg herself independent of the man

duct should have no check; and, on the

L '?rinciples of a young woman who could thus

feel, and thus act, he dared form no re-
hance ‘

The mter‘eqt of six. thousand pounds,
(three hundred pounds per annum,) was
thexefore ndpw all that remained to her; an

income, which,. thoumh sufficient ampl_y to .

supply the tempera;e wants and wishes of

!A axatlonaj, -virtuous; well regulated mmd

- “was to her to whom-it appertained, her
D expensnve ‘tastes, and profyse habits, but
little apportioned. Some personal debts,

- also, thoug htlessly 1xwurred whlch she
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shrunk from bringing forward, and which
she had yet sufficient rectitude to deem it
indispensable to discharge, would, for the
first year, involve nearly the whole of her
scanty stipend.

In the privacy of a house, over which the
gloom of death still seemed to impend, she
deeply meditated: the errors of her past
conduct glared iipon her in strong colour-
ing ; while the powers of her understanding
asserted over the prejudices and sophistries
by which they had been obscured their na-
tural force. She believed, that they would
in future direct her aright, and that the ex-
perience she had so painfully acquired
would prove their auxiliary. She felt as if
shaking off a slough that had clogged her
efforts, and impeded her progress, in the
path that now plainly appeared to her the
direct road to all that was valuable and
good, and which she determined should be
henceforth her straight forward course. Her

‘mind had received a severe shock, her
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nerves were unstrung, her spirits depressed,
temptati‘on was absent, and she had not yét
Jfully weighed and estimated the imperious
power, and almost resistless sway of habif
long unused to opposition or controul.

Her thoughts, at this crisis, turned natu-
rally towards her sister, her now more than
ever respected monitress, her beloved aud
sympathxsmg friend. She wisely resolved
to pass at least the year of her mourning

“beneath the roof of Mr. and Mrs. Neville,
~however humble she might find that asylum,
and thus at once to strengthen her resolu-
tions, form new occupations and sentxmcnts,
and, by a strict economy, relieve herself
from pecuniary embarrassments.  She had,

in a few lines, anmounced to her sister the -

death of Mr. Wycherly, and the derange-
ment of his affairs. She resumed her pen
to detail more at large her present situation
and circumstances, to develope her plans,

'and to unfold with candour the state of her

. mind,
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But a letter from Ellen anticipated her
purposed communication, revived her droop-
ing spirits, and accelerated the settlement
of all that, orf her part, remained to be done.
The clopd that hung over her prospects ap-
peared to d%\perse, she breathed freely once
more, she dared to look forward, and the
sanguine character of her mind again beam-
ed in her eyes, and shed a lustre over the
sables and trappings of woe,

¢« Come to us, dear Charlotte (said the
letter of Ellen,) hasten to our embraces, our
arms and our hearts will expand to receive
you. Your accommodations, under our
humble roof; will be simple, but a cordial
welcome,. tender sympathy, will, in this
sweet season of the year, when the whole
country is a garden, when nature wantons
in her prime, supply, we trust, all other

~privations and defects. Pass with ‘us your

first year of widowhood, (though we should
fail in attractions to detain you longer,)
during which decorum would enforce retire-

OR THE SISTERS..
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ment from gayer scencs; and who can teli
but within that period, new tastes and new
habits,. less perilous than the past, may be
acquired and formed.

¢ You will not find yourself among sava-
ges, or uninformed rustics; we have already
gained several valuable friends to enliven,

" and to afford variety, to our domestic circle.
A gentleman of polished manners and cul-
tivated mind, a_baronet, possessing large
landed property in'our neighbourhood, has
discovered the worth of my Neville, through
the’obscurity that narrow circumstances had
thrown around him, has delicately courted
his acquaintance, and is-our frequent visitor.
He would have introduced to me his lady

and famlly, but this I for the present de-

- clined, though report speaks to their advan-
- tage. - When you are with us, 1 will, how-
ever, seek that enldrcrement to my little
circle, ‘which domestic avocations, and
retired tastes, have hitherto made me avoid.

an unyielding, a stern necessity, would,- I

Q
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¢ A son of our new friend, a fine lad,
’elcven years of age, has been, at the earn-
est request of bis father, placed under the
care and'tuition of my husband. * His ac-
ceptance of. the trust was solicited as a
favor, accompanied by an offer of pecuniary A
remuneration so liberal as to distress the
delicacy of him to whom it was tendere‘d,
and prove for some time an impediment to
the arrangement of the affair. "

¢ "‘hus has our before stnawhtened income
been rendered amply commensurate to our
wants and comforts, and even a surplus
offered to add to the savings which our en-
eveasing family renders it prudent to lay
by. ‘ ' ‘

“In the rector of the village, his wife and
sister, we have likewisé respectable and
agreeable mneighbours. = The former is a
‘man of learning and of worth; the latter
affords an example of the fulfilment of all
her duties, without the stimulant and the -
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_ recompence which your more favoured Ellen

‘has enjoyed. An early disappointment of

a tender kind had thrown a gloom over her
- you{ht her'marriage took place many years
afterwards upon principles of a less seduc-
tive kind. Without that impassioned ten-
derness which, as you justly observe, is,
though a sweet, a perilous charm, perfect
esteem and friendship appear to unite this
respectable pair. Animated by the same
principles, their duties form their occupa-
tion and reward. Peace and order preside
over their family and their affairs: a sort
of patriarchal simplicity breathes around
them : their example, their precepts, and
their assistance, have produced among the
‘neighbouring hamlets a realization of the
fictitious golden age.

“The sister of this. worthy pastor, to
whom an aunt hath bequeathed a moderate
independence, was, by an infirm and sickly
youth, determined to renounce the ties of
marriage, and to fix herself near, though

. FAMILY ANNALS,
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in a separate residence, the house of her
brother and his wife. This respectable and
amiable woman unites with the family at the
rectory in all their benevolent plaris for
meliorating the copdition of the village
poor; and in active occupation for the be-
nefit of others; the best preservative from
selfish anxieties and cares, by which she
has acquired, with cheerfulness, 2 mind at
peace with itself, and a more vigorous tone
of health.

“ My Neville and myself give to the pro-
jects and institutions of these excellent péo-
ple the little aid that is in our power. A
village school, a bank well secured for the
savings of the labouring poor, loans for the
assistance éf.their temporary exigencies, a
fund for the aged and infirm, rewards for
the sober and iudustrious, reproofs and pri-
vations for therefractory and wilful, instruc-
tion for the ignorant and council for the
humble and diligent, are among the means
of reformation employed. Tlie good baro-

OR THE SISTERS.
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net, as magistrate for the district, lends to
us occasionéily his weight and his purse.
The results are more than was expected,
and nearly all that could be wished.

“ With so many delightful occupations,
¢ All various nalure pressing on our hearts!”
can we be in want of objects for our facul-
ties, can we be in dread of weariness ? Lar-
ly hours and long summer days scarcely suf-
fice for our enjoyments and pursuits; and
our moments of leisure are delicious be-
cause they are few.

“ Comne to us, dear sister, and learn how
to be happy ! it is not among the works of
art, of factitious cravings, of fleeting and
exhausting pleasures, that Happiness, fair
fugitive, is to be found : she must be sought,
if we hope to-obtain her, in the conscious-
ness of duties performed, in benevolent and
pure affections, in a well governed temper
and mind, and in sympathies that carry us
out of ourselves.
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- Hasten to us, dear Charlotte ; my be-
loved husband unites cordially in the invi-
tation; leave painful retrospections behind,
and add to the joys of your Ellen all that

was wanting 17
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- CHAP. VIII.

Mns. Wycherly eagerly acc?ded;to ?‘hc
rfequest of her sister; her nznagmatmn
warmed by the novelty of the picture pre-
sented to it, turned gladly from the'gloomy
});esent and agitated past : persuading her-
self, that she already felt all the p]easgres
so affectingly pourtrayed, she determined
on an immediate departun:e,

A chaise carried her in a few days to the
: it stopped on a fine even-
ing in June'near a gate which led through
a garden, glowing in beauty 'a{ld fragrant
in sweets, to the rural habitation of. Mr.
Neville. Wishing to surprise heyr sister,

village of.
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by replying to her letter jn person, she had
ordered the chaise to the back of the house,
where she alighted” without suffering her-

self to be. announced. Proceeding hastily -

round a smail verdant lawn, bordered
with flowers and flowering shrubg, she
reached a casement door, that sicod open
beneath a rustic viranda, round which the
heney-suckle entwined with the rose.

She recognized the little library deserib-
ed in a former letter of Ellen’s, and paused
before she presented herself at its entrance..
Softly putting aside a cluster of roses, and
sheltering herself behind their stems, she
could perceive, without being herself per-
ceived, the interior ofthe room. Ona low
couch, near the windows, Mr. Neville
was reclining, but with no appearance of
languor or sickness : one hand playfully re.
pulsed a lovely little girl who was attempt-
ing to climb to his kilees : the other encir-
cled tie waist of his wife, who sat beside
him, a book half closed in her hand, in

n
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compose or to arrange her bewildered and
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which she seemed to have been reading to
him, till broken in upon by the little intru-
der. Her dress was of plain materials but
snowy white ; her dark brown hair formed
the only ornament of her head: her form
had attained more roundness, and a livelier
bloom glowed upon her cheek than it had
in former periods been accustomed to
wear. The countenance of Mr. Neville
exhibited a ruddy tan, and his whole figure
and aspect appeared animated and im-
proved.

Breathing a deep drawn sigh, Charlotte
drew back for a moment, and the next
presented herself at the door. With a
shriek of joy, her sister} sprung forward,
and they remained for some minutes folded

in each others arms,

Mutual gratulations and felicitations en-
sued: the evening passed swiftly away,
" amidst those sweet sensations, those affec-

tionate greetings, enquiries and retrospec-
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tions, which so endear the meeting of long
parted friends. Charlotte remembered n::
more the fatigues of her journey, and re-
tired late to the chamber allotted for her,
where the repose so much needed by her
frame was, for some hours, suspefldéd by
the blended pleasant and painful perturba:-
tions of her mind. '

Succeeding days, weeks, nay tionths

’bgjlided agreeably away. -Ellen, for the en-
,fen‘tainmept of her sister, relaxed, in some
degree, from ‘the tegularity of her accus-
tomed ayocations, The introduétioﬁ to the
family of the baronet took place ; and va-
rious little excursions, amidst the surround-
%ng scenery of the country, were pro-
Jjected and executed. '

Autumn -at length came on, the days
closed in earlier; the animated season va
harvest arrived and passed away; stubble ,

_fields succeeded to the waving of gdlded
grain 5 the rich mingled tint of the foliage, -
' u2
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changed to a sxckher hue;  the equinox

brought heavy showers and gales; the dead

leaves strewed the path; the atmosphere
_became chill, Ellen retyrned with cheer-
fulness to her domestic occupations, ;md to
the duties which her family demanded.

Charlotte was more frequently alorie; she -
ER

could no longer amuse herself with the
O’arden,ﬂramble through the meadows, or
recline with a book in the shade. The li-
brary afforded but few works of imagination
or of amusément; .over more serious st@
dies she but lightly skimmed ; of the society
“which the village afforded she had become
tired, and tlie county town was many miles

distapt. ~ Wet and dark-evenings even kept
ihe little meighbourhood assunder; and,
'tbroutrh the long nights, the late autumnal

. blast, the gusty storm, ﬁequend), by its
loud howlmg, bamshed sleep.

Her sister, and her sister’s ’famﬂy, were
‘ot 1égs dear to her; but the mind of Char-
- Alotte w anted a more powerful stt_mulant

HEAERERE BIQ@UL  4ABRGAVRAM O JRWTWA™ MAAEETI
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than: the circle at home, however endear-
ing, could afford. She lost her gaiety, be-

- ‘~came absent, “abstracted, incapable alike of
- giving or of receiving pleasure. The ha-
 bits of her former life had, like mebriating

potions to the wretch whe has unhappxlvi

mdulged in them, mv:apacntated heg' for o

the enjoyment of simple pleasures : novelty
had only given to them a charm, a charm
that, had faded with those of the season;

“and which even returning spring would
" have failed to renew.” She felt an imperi-

ous craving for stronger sensations, she
liad been used to look for resoureces without,
and not within, and she bad never been ac-

customed to submit her mchﬁnatlons to con-
troul

" Her spirits sunk in contemplation of the
winter ‘before her; balls, routs, plays,
and admiring crowds, were, in vivid colour-
ing, presented to her recollection ;. -yet,
still ashamed to acknowledge even to #er- -

self all that passed in her mind, she tried

H 3
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o persuade herself, that, taught by expe-
rience she could now enjoy, without abus-
ing, the advantages offered by that more
“polished and varied society, which she be-

lieved herself fitted at once fo delight in

and to adorn. She had neither the duties,
nor the avocations of her sister to fulfil;
she was no longer a wife and had never
been a mother ; in the attentions paid her
hy Mr.and Mrs. Neville, andin their éfforts
wade to ellte;‘tuln her, she felt herseifl as a
- restraint upon their employmuxts, and in-
termphon to their ‘duties. She laboured
to convince: herself, that the benefit of others
rendered her removal necessary, “and, that,
in resolvm«r upén it,” she should yleld to
" yeason and. fo principle; (so ingenious is self
deeeptmn)rather than to her own weakness.
This idea silenced the reproaches of her
?'heart, and_xestored\ to her mind a tempo-
Craryrelief -

a2

At this ci“fsis,, fowards the middle of De-
cember,” a letter from her: brother was, as

.

o
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<he concluded her morning toilet, putinto
her hand. Its contents, though most ac-
ceptable, were brief, It stated, that he
had, with his wife, for the purpose of dis-
entangling themselves from a round of com-

‘pany, which their connections and facility

had drawn about them (and which was
found inconvenient to their finances) come
to a resolution of retiring to the continent,
on a plan of retrenchment and economy.
Mrs. Seymour, who had all the feebleness
and timidity which the habits of female
education tend,if not to produce, to flatter
and encrease, shrunk from the idea of such
an expedition without a‘companiorﬁ of her
own sex. A project, that to prudential
consideration added the attraction of no-
velty, was deemed likely to recommend it-

-self to the young widow ; who was, doubt-

less, by this time, fully prepared to ex-
change her scheme of rustication for one
better suited to her tastes and time of life;
and her society and lively talents could not

llfi'
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fail to be to the travellers a most desiralde
acquisition,

With an animated glow on her faded
cheek, and eyes beaming with the lustre of
tormer  days, Charlotte hastened to the
breakfast table, to communicate the wel-
come contents of the letter which she bore
in her hand, and the cordial remembrances
which that letter contained to tle owners

- of the peaﬁeful habitation in which she wag

a guest and inmate,

Mr. and Mrs. Neville, who had too much

penetration not to be aware of what had for -

some time been passing in the mind of
their guest, received her eomsmu\?icmion
with friendly interest and gratalation,
though, on the part of the latter, not un-
mixed with concern. :

B

"The preparations of Charlotte, the spring

of whose mind appeared by the prospect
" hefore her to have regained its elasticity and

3
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{one, were speedily made; and the real -
tenderness which mingled itself with her
adieus to the amiable family she quitted,
clouded Ler brow but for ‘a moment; even
with the tear that glistened on her cheek; a
smile was blended. Her impression in
favour of rural life and the domestic circle
haid been but as the morning dew, which they
first beams of the sun exbale and dry wp.
A taste for simple pleasures can only be ac-
quired by unvitiated sm%ﬁs\\ﬂ

With the friends she left behind her the
winter passed f:mé"kqnifﬁﬁ’; and not unimpreve
ed.away. Regular and successive occupa-
tion rendered «till shorter its transient days;
mmei separated tii the approach of evening
by théir peculiar avocations, tlie hours that
remained were, by the cousciousness of du-
ties performed, felt as a swect recreation,
which never palled, and to which confidence,
usetul <tulics, conversation, books, and the’
endear:aents of a chaste affection, combined
togivea zest and a charm. Ou moonlight

C, H b \
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ni?;htéy an occasional friendly intercourse
“with the neighbouring families varied the
Jsc'ene,\. and rendered Zome still more dear.

- Spring returned, bringing with it the

‘youth and promise of the year: the lawn,
~"‘the garden, the shrubbery, the plantations,
every thing flourished beneath the fostering

" care, the judicious management with which

all was. ordered and executed. Several
. vears thus glided placidly away, the family
"of Ellen had received encrease; and the
growth and improvement of their children,
“and of all' around them, only marked, to
. “this happy and rational pair, the progress
" of time. Their days flowed on with—
“Content; retirement, rural gquiet,
- Fase and alternate labour, useful life,
T;mgressivc virtue, and approving heaven.
N The seasons thus, as ceaseless rounda
Jarring world they rolled, st.Hl found
- them happy”

y.'f)uring the first period of the separation

Cof the sisters their correspondence had been
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frequent: the letters of Charlotte were
long, descriptive, unimated ; all was new,
and in every thing a charm was found. It
appeared, bhowever, that Paris, Brussels,
Dresden and Vienna, had more attraction for
the travellers than the vine covered hills of
the south, or the peaceful vallies of Swit-
zerland.

A taste for dissipation, and the fatal habit
of living but to be amused, assumed the im-
posiug character and name ofa liberal curio-
sity; and economical arrangements were
suspended. It is true, that, on many parts
of the Continent, the means of living were,
when compared witha residence in London,
or in places of fashionable resort in England,
found comparatively cheap and easy; but
the expenses of constant motion, and ofan
exhibition in every circle of the great and
the g‘a‘y,’had not been adequately appre-
ciated by a party of which not ene of the
individuals who composed it was in the habit
of caleulation. ‘

HE

¢

OR THE SISTERS. 168



156 FAMILY ANNALS, .

The letters of Charlotte to her rural
friends became less lively, less frank, and
more brief, and were written at longer
intervals.

Five years hadgnow past away since the
geparation of the sisters; during the last
not a single line had been received from
abroad; and the affectionate Ellen, though
in the bosom of virtuous felicity, became
disquieted and solicitous respecting the fate

- of those endeared to her by habit and by
blood.

A pacquet with a foreign post mark at
length arrived, which was received and
opened with mingled trepidation and jov. It
was from Charlotte, and its date was from
the Italian side of the Alps.

rrrrrsreres

“ Alas, my sister (it began) how shall I
address you, or wound your affectionate
~ bosom by a narrative of impradence, of ca-
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lamity, that js, perhaps, already but teo
well anticipated both by yourself and by
your worthy husband?

“The good resolutions of our little party,
wise to know and weakto execute ; infirm of
purpose, and without habits of'self-govern-
ment, yiclded, I scarcely need say, to the
temptations by which they were every
where assailed; and our projects ‘of re-
trenchiment and econowy led but to the
practice of encrease and lavish expenditure.
“A rolling stone (says the homely proverh
of my native country) gathers o moss.”
Those who would be prudent should remain
at home, and not cxpose those wavering
principles by which the rover is too fre-
quently characterized, to the multiplied al-

Larements which novel scenes are sure to
‘clﬁ‘ul‘d,

“Our unhappy brother and myself are,
among a thousand fellow sufferers, melan-
choly examples of this truth. OQur {ate has
been well merited, though not on that ac-
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“count felt with less severity : 1t is in lee
common course of cause and effect: such
' a})pears to be the moral government of.the
world. Would to heaven that I ceu'id suba
mit with more meekness to the chastlsem.enﬁ
of my errors, and thus expiate them with-

out daring to repine.

| “My brother is less guilty, yet more ‘to
be compassionated than my sel'f', who, ?nm-
out the plea of strong passions, with a
judgemient clear, debased myself, and de-
graded the talents entrusted to n.e, by of-
'fering- them up, a voluntary Sacrrﬁce,. at
the shrine of a cold and heartless \'fm.xt(v,
that most contemptible, most pernicious
and most universal of the vices,

“ My jointure mortgaged, my aflairs de-

ranged, bevond all hope of retrieval, T have-

yielded to become what is most abhorr(fnt
to my nature, a dependent on the caprice
of another. Yes, the high spirited Char-
lotte is now the humble companion of an
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imperious and feeble minded woman of qua-
lity, whom, in evil hour, she consented
to accothpany beyond the Alps.

“ Caressed at first, like every other no-
velty, my favour is, I perceive, already on
the wane: I know not how to flatter and
fawn, to amuse when my spirit is writhing
with anzuish, to school my features to a
complacent expression, when eontempt or
indignat’on agitates wy heart: to veil my
own real superiority under an affected hy-
mility, or to endure without resentment,
‘or a too evident disgust, follies and weak-
nesses of which I am the vietim. Never
surely was any one less fitted to play the
part I have undertaken, '

“And just to mose, and just to speak, with
Self refiecting are!”

“ But with my brother or his wife it was
not possible longer to remain :
-Ellen and her virtuous husband I dared not
become a burthen, Among the talents I

on n]y
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possesaed and of which 1 was so weakly

' vain, there was notone swhich I could ven-
der useful cither to othiers or to myself,
The wants of nature are imperious, and
wﬂ! not be evaded or denied ¢ in a moment
| ofajmost de«pmahm. .‘af*w, R—-— present-
ed herself with simula: ing smiles. [ had
known her in-Londen; a.xd estimated her,
I believe, at her real value; but I persuad-
ed myself, that my stronger mind would,
without dxﬂmult}, acquire the ascendant
over one so flimsy and weak. . Select,
amidst. dissipation, in the associates with
whom I had hitherto intimately conversed,
experience hiad not taught me-the impene-
.trab?e uature of folly: and that imbecility,
exaction and tyranny, are ever, where the
power is afforded in: éparately allied. Sym-
~pathy cannot exist where there is no power

of apr\remamon' and the mean triumph of

the eebie is to sub;uwate the strong

2

‘¢ But, let me turn from the odious suh-
jeets delwerance is, perhaps, nearer af
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hand than, even in my present wortified

state 1 dare to wish, 5

N

“Alas! my Ellen, my truly wise, good

and happy sister, .vour Charlotte is indeed -

greatly changed both in body and in mind.
Dear and pwgautic friead, too truly did you -
warn me, while yet in the first biossom and
hope of youth, tiat one wrong step of im-
portance, may, infatalconcatenation, d‘,c,ld,e
the whole destiny of life,  Vanity, onsthe
one side, held; out to me her inviting
band—virtue and reason on the other, ex-
horted me wiih a brow, that, to unreflect-.
ing vouth, seemed too austere: I made my
cheice, my deliberate choice, and I suffer
the full penalty.

“Yes; vanity has, through .the portal -
of promised pleasure—promised, but never
in a single instance truly realized—allured
-me, into a wilderness, entangled with bri-
ars and beset with thorns, that now, on
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/. with rash and frantic folly, we have pulled‘
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every side, pierce through my too proudly,
sensitive soul.

“But my Ellen, w;th truer. w1sdom, and
a gentler nature, has, in'an opposite direc- -
tion, marked® ‘out by reason, and circum-
scribed by virtue, held her steadier ‘way,

‘ f‘anll reaped her reward.

¢ Shall nen gather ‘grapes of thistles, or

—%As we sow, so (does
How

figs of thorns?”
the gospel tell us). we shall reap.”
often is Plowdence, nature, fortune, ac-

" cused for those wffermns of which we our-

selves aré the authors; those miseries which,

down on our own heads !

"¢« But deliverance is, I feel, at hand; my
health weakened by the habits of earlier,
and what I then coustdered more prospe-

= rous life, rdPndly Sinks beneath the per-

" tarbation of my mind. Iam, inall things,
but tbe shadow of my former self, -

«. yet pray for longer life.
1 would suffer here, rather then here-
_after, the consequences and .penalties of -

ST T T T YRR A8 AR A ARRAMEe T SAIC LRITY

H3

S

OR THE SISTERS. o163

“ Did I know how to sustain it, I-would -
* 1 am no infidel ;

my faults. I would, "if 1knew how, make
amends to those whom my gidd'y exaifiple
may have misled, by a better use of those
faculties which I have so much abused.
“But it will not be and my ‘only re-
maining hope is, that the sincerity of my
contrition, the. pangs 1 so keenly suffer,
may, how short-soever their duration, be
accepted by Him, who chastises but to
correct, "who ‘searcheth the heart, and, 'in

- whose sightathousand years are but as aday.

¢ Of myself, and selfsinflicted calamities,
I will now, however, no longer speak ; but

use the strength which yet remains to me =

in stating to you the situatioif of our bro-
ther, whom” you or your worthy Neville

A “may yet, 1 fervently msh and pray, ﬁnd e

means to rouse aud save.
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“As vanity has proved the bane of hisiess
SFn&stne sister, co has the ruin of the bro-

“ther heen conaummuted by a spirit of chi- -

valrous romunce, untempered by reason;
and a habit of yielding, unquestioned, to
his sensations, and of following headlong
' the dictates of an ar dent tempexament and
character. In the "possession of -every
hlﬂ"her feeling and talent, these have,

~through the want of practical knowledge:
"¢ ‘and .sound judgement, that sagacity by

which we are fitted to act with propriety
~+the p'u"t allotted to us in the world, been
rendered, both to him§elf and to those inti-
mately. connected with kim, not merely
uﬂeiess but pmmuous. Like mysexf. he,

was, through various accidents &patated
' during the most m}portdnt pernod of suscep-
- tible and teacbab‘»e youth, from our excel-
lent father, and absent froni -his paternal
home. In these c1rcumstancee, ‘the follies

"> and errors by wh Jich he has been mlsled,

‘1ot only took deep root, but sent forth vi-

on THE.sisTERS. - . 163

[

gurous shoots in the rich and warm so;l of - -

his ardentmind. °

“His patrimonial fortune, which he iqi'}i:'ee'
rited. too soon, has beeun lavished and scats’
ered abroad, not in personal indulgences,

in sensual or in selfish gratifications, butin’
thoughtless profu»on, and in lavizh and 111»
judged generosity. His heart and his’ purse
~were open to_every onme who had specious-
ness or art towddgess themselves to either,
Averse to.caleulation, dﬂd with a sovereign -

contempt for gaiu; l‘*ﬂOl’aﬁt of the value of =

that of whichy through ihie rreue; ous%nder-
ness of his fatker, he %iad never khown the
wadt; ~his prosperity was already neltmg
fast away; when marriage compleated his
indiscretions,

. “Illad bie, however, madea different selec-
tion, and consulted his judgement- rather
than his fancy ; had he (a custorh too come
mon with that sex whieh arrogates to itself
the title of the ¢ wiser) u\stead of ehusing “a
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wife for a month,” sclected a friend, a com- *

pamon for'life, a future mistress for his fa-
mll_y, and ‘mother. for Ius offspring, every
" 'thing ‘might yet have heen retrieved. But a
fair face, a fine person, shewy accomplish-

‘ments, and a sntuatlon, that, byawakening-

~his“tenderness and cmhnb* forth his sympa-

- thy, was to a character.such as his, still mote
» prevailing and resistless, decided at once his

. choice and hls fate.

t“‘The temper and manners of his bride.

“‘wére sufficient]y soft and tractable, ‘and
this only made the 'mattei' worse: she at-
tempted ‘but ra;rely, it is true, to lead;

but she: followed without (JlleSthIl or demur.
He Was hOapltal?le and ¢ magnificent;” she

engagmg, pretty and tasteful ; their house
" and “table were open to their friends, by

whom they believed. gthem;él\?es ‘encircled ;
and neither had_ forbearame sufficient to re-
mst the allurements to - pleasure and. ex-
pense that aSSalled thegf on evér;y snde.;

. S B N
- useful =tidies; conversation ‘bwks,

en dparments of @ chaste aﬂ’ectwg, €0 m ,
to givea yest and a cl.arm. On moani h
‘ Hb ’
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cated to acquile any useful quality ; she *
knew uol:bow to handle a needle, she could
not even dress herself, and of economy and

‘domestw management she understood not

the names.

“At this crisis, the prospect of an heir to
the ruin, rather than to €he‘fortun(§’s of this
hut teo well matched pair, awakened in the
mind of our brother, paintul reflection. To
cut the knot -which could not be unravelled,
to flee from habits he had not strength
to relex or break, he determined ¢on a

residence abroad. Whether he acted wise-

ly in inviting his sister to accompany them,
I will not presume to decide; but this I
will say, that yonr admirable example and

‘conversatjon, which I had so recently con-

templated and enjoyed, had not béen altoge-
ther thrown away upon that blStel'

¢ After a short stay in Parls, to behold

: the wonders of art a;k{d the novelues in that

metﬂropolls, our firs pl'm was to proceed

N




o Durm«r the first period of the separation

of the sxaters tbeur correspondence bad been
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.southward, and there to remain stationary.
but a premature accouchement, on the part
~of Mrs. Seymour, stopped us on our pro-

_govess, and a languishing state of health and -

spirits, into which she aflterwards fell,
;ﬂa‘r‘ming\my brother for her life, he deter-
mined to endeavour to effect her restora-
tion by frequeni changes of air and a moving
-BEenc, . - A \ '

“My rémonstrances on this subject
" failed to convince; and it may be, that I
"too easily yiclded to a plan, which, but
for pruc}e‘n{ial‘cbnsidemtions, would have

accorded ‘so well with my habite and

tastes. \

¢ Indiscretions, like other evils, are
larely sm‘gie ;. and reformation and re-
henchment ‘were ever in a perspcctw
that still seemed retiring before us,

¢ How rare is decision of character, how
easy and smooth " the declining into wrong!
Ile, who orice sets his footover the descent,

SR T Ty T TEEEmeaeaR RS R RRRRe AR “"U: JE
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OR THE SISTERS. 169

proceeds by scarcely sensible, yet accelera-
ted, degrees, and finds himself at the bottom
long ere he is aware.

¢ Without resolution to look into his af-
fairs, our brother, till remittances from
England actually failed, neglected to con-
sider seriously his situation. My finances,
entangled before I left my native country,
were 'in a condition but little better than
were those of my fellow travellers, from
whom I was on the point of separating my-
self;, ‘when destitution and ruin fell, as if
unforeseen, like a belt from heaven upon
them. What was now to be done, where
were resources to be fouhd*, all was con-
sternation, terror, and a too late repen- -
tance.

“The gaming-table offered a desperate
and transitory relief: this, however, soop
failed ; and our unhappy sister-in-law, un-

- able to conicmplate steadily thewyils that

menaced her, or to endure the novel spe-
I




‘€Alas, my snster (1t began) haw shall I
ddress you, . or ‘wound your affectionate
bosom by a narmtlve of xmpaudence, of ca-

-
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cies of misery thus fallen upon her, listen-
ed to the seductions of a foreign libertine
.of rank, and fled with him from the ruin of
her husband.

¢ ]e bore this stroke with more apparent
calmness, than, from my knowledge of his
ardent spirit and delicate honour, 1 could
have believed possible—.¢ It is I (said he)
‘who have destroyed her! she is too deli-
cate for poverty. Why should I wish her
to share my misery and thus to double it?
God grant, that the man whom she has pre-
ferred to me, justly no doubt preferred, may
* shelter her from those evils which I had no
longer the power to avert!”

¢ THe groaned (‘leep]y as he finished speak- .

ing, and he mentioned her no more. A
torpor now seemed to seize upon his facul-
_ties; he prowled through the country dur-
ing the day, and returned every night, at
a late hour, to a cheap and obscure lodging

which he nad hired.

TUur unaappy orotner and myseif are;
among a thousand fellow suﬁ'erera, melan-

- choly examples of this truth._ Oury fate has
- been well merited; though not on. that ac—
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- ¢ With the remnant of my effects, I re-
tired to a couvent, whence I accompanied
my present lady patroness to Italy. Be-.

~fore my departure, I was so fortunate as

to meet with an English friend of my bro-
ther’s, whom I had known in London. To
him [ related the particulars of what had
occurred, to which he listened with friendly
commiseration.

“This gentleman, equally munificent
and kind, sought out, with offers of service,
his falien friend, whom he endeavoured in
vain to rouse from the stupor into which
he had sunk. Ilis feelings which his judge-
ment had never been exerted to controul,
seemed paralyzed by the rude shoek which
they had sustained.

« All that can at present be done for him
his friend has undertaken; that is, to sup-
port, till his faculties can be reanimated,
by defraying his expences, his wretched
life, This, however, will, by the almost

12




“of aﬂmher. Yes, the ‘high sg}mted Char-
of.ie is naw the ‘humble csmpanmn of an
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"-constant inebriation, which, unable to en-

dure his own reflections, he, either by li-

_.quor or drugs, keeps up, soon be consum-

ed, unless your influence, my Ellen, or
ihat of your husband, be exex(ed to save
him.

“ Lo:e no time then in retiring to him
warm again his frozen affections; you he
Jllst]y loves and admires; if you cannot
prevail, he is for ever lost.

“Pity, pray for, still love if you can, a

brother and sister whose relation to you

and to your virtues, would, had they been

* worthy -that relation, have proved heir

happiness and glory, as it is now their
condemnation and shame.

»

“«CuarrorT”’

wosoososs

?
Ellen, on perusing this affecting letter,

poured mto the bosom of her husband thc
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first bitter tears she had ever shed. Touch-
ed Dby her grief, and by its occasiou, Mr.
Nevill declared his determination of set-
ting off immediately for the Continent, for »
the purpose of prevailing on Mr. Sey-
mour to return with him; when, by assist-
ing him in making some kind of arrange-
ment in his disordered affairs, he trusted,
that he might be cnabled to divert his
thoughts from the principal and most
poignant source of his distress,

Ellen, at the same time, addressed a -
letter to her sister; and, in the name of
herself and her husband, urged her to
come back to her countr;, and to the-asy-
lum, where she should be ever joyfully re-
ceived, and which she had been so fatally
induced to quit. By a few years retirement
and frugality, much, she suggested, might
yet be done to retrieve for her a decent and
independent support : while still in the me-
ridian of her days, rendered wise by the

past, and wary for the future, eveats, it =

i3 c
. -“»l?li'x»
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was more than possible, might, n the
vicissitudes-of life, vet present thems=elves,
“to-afford a compeusation gor ain experience
so dearly purcha sed o

1ope cheezedfme spirits of Mrs. Neville
“on tius firs hepgfz{mﬂ from a husband so

Wor »y ahd so%eimed and she smiled

gratetui}y thm@oh the tears, that fell from
her eyes. S

B

kY . N . N
_'le reached ihe* coast without

.3; awme' ﬁffnself time for 1'{39{ a letter

wres% It was fmm 5; e “friend of the un-

" happy man whom he wa s }mmemm‘ to save.

Mental and ph‘,r:ma! ‘intemperance had, i

* informed him, produced, on the orgahs

they had deranged, a fatal injury.. With

~ amiable propensities, but the victim of un-

woverned - feelings, the feverish existence
of the object of their mutual concern had
terminated in a prémature death.:” IHow,

or by what immecdiate weens, it was not
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specified—perhaps in pity and réspeet to
the tenderness and to the virtues of those
to whom the information was addressed.”
The body had been decently iﬁterred, and
all was concluded. The letter-ended with
some details respecting  the pecuniary
affaivs of the deceased. # ’

Mr. Neville, ha\ ing no farther motive to
continue hh.}oume_\, returned deeply me- -

ditating, to his home.

=}

iis presence, his countenance, rendered "
other explanations useless respecting the
tydings of which he was the bearet’; but

virtuous sorrow, while it chastens, puri-"
fics the heart. ‘

" Charlotte learned the fate of her brother,

and received the tender letter of _her sister,

at the same instant. 'T'he mingled effect

produced on her feelings was powerfulx

unable to endure the humiliating reproaches

of her own mind, her heart was corroded'
14 '
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'ratﬁer then sof{ene3 by oa;ﬂf Tt is mueh
casier 16 pm‘écn oti rs than ourselves;
-even to- smnd in ﬂew of. im‘ﬂwemv’ from
‘i«our xeﬁow Lem% is a w ‘ound to our scif-
- ime . T

ﬁ I: uuintte was affected by the tender-

ness of her sister, by the leniency and’

’rinendgj earnestness expze%sed by the wor-

thy husband of that sister, in a few lines.

_which her letter euclmaed she shrunk, ne-
“vertheless from the idea of receiving from

_ thém ‘obligation, of daily contrasting with

their’s her own less estimable character,
and the consequences v hich thence had
flowved. She determined on ay mdmv de-
pendence on any one; and on remaining an
exile from her naiu e land. ‘

oA small pxtta ree, from the sale of her va-

luable oraments, remained to her; which

: ‘by submitting ~ia many privations, might,
. she. dnex.;ed in sﬂme obscure retreat, suffice
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for the frugal suppor Lofw udt still x‘emamed
of life.

=

She executed mth resolutm*n the p}an
she had meditated, and. retired to ‘a small.
village in a valley of Switzerland, cas*efully
concealing from every one the hElace of her
retreat, : '

HV the wounds of the aﬁ’ectmns the cha-
racter is frequently ‘ameliorated and, im-,
proved; those of pride have a tendency
to irritate and sour. Wilful grief, Indulged
regrets, are, though cometxmes slow in-
their operatious, yet sure destroyers of
life.

Charlotte had acquired ataste too decided
. for artificial pleasures to have- any .gentine
_relish for those of nature. The romantic
scenery around her diverted for.a time her
thouahts: she even believed, in the tran-
sient excitement which it afforded, that it .
wou!d never tire. DBut she deceived her-
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self The \'chfums» of indnimate nature,
how- dehnhifui fiow sublime soever, un-

- cheemd \uth soc;ai gratification or eaae.u-

.ment, <become at length monotonous to -
 the fancy and appallm«v to the heart:
P o ¢
hariotte had n@ sentiment, no idea, in-
cemx?iﬁ;m with the simple ‘people, and sim-
ple manners, by #hich she was surrounded. »
"‘He&mnffhnwumhed ; its powers, no ionm- ‘
é’r exermsed ‘became gradualiy extmct :
her'temper, _alwa&s uneq}rai, was now re-
* served, and unsocial, or quemious and se-

~ Yére, - She excited fear rather than respect;

: :‘Was appmached with unwsiimwnes% -and®-
. "f-isu}aj’eeted iq mafiy neglects : disgust mth
ihfersélzed hers and umﬁ},, ofien mwked
s sth deiayed to ﬁtmke.

”; . &

)
5
%

“lt a:rmed af’ Iast and for a few days»
;prev.mus? to,the final blow, her mind seemed
. to Yecovgra }}GI‘UOH of its original vigour
".and powers. She wrote a last farawetl to
he:: sxster, prepared hexself‘ with humxiaty
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to pav ‘the universal debt ; semt ﬁ)r the vd- -
lage- -pastor, & plain and’ pious’ man, and
euiwated Lim to unite with her’s his p pray-
ers.  She then’tooj\ leave of the humble fd-
mily mmex whose roof she resided ; dxwd-
ed among them the few effects she posseqsed R
and asked their, for«mfeness for any unkind- - ; :
ness’ which the»v mlﬂ‘ht haye recen@d at her
hands. - )

I have, 1 hope and trust (saxd she) suf-
fered Zere the chastigement of my many-er-
rors and faults, "‘wﬁay this" expiate! -, My
Fathér . and .my God, into thy hands from» -
which T reccived it, I resign, subnusqlvely, -

the my sienous gift of hfe ~ From 17:@3,

again nay T receive it in remons of un-
clouded mentdl hfrht. T

kY

~ She bowed her head meek] y, and spake
1o more.

‘Ellen mourdied the fate of her sister, and |
eherished in her remefobrance,-as an affect-~

-
sy

»
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ing Ie%kon for hex daughters, the events and
amauophe of her life,

Mr. and Mrs. Neville passed together
mWany vears of pational and virtuous happi-
ness, -as little overclouded as consists with
that character of imperfection which belongs
to human affairs,  Always actively and use-

fully employed in duties softened by affec-

tions; and by -affections, in their turn chas-
tened bﬂf duties, they experienced no satiety
and feft no w cariness. (iratef ul in prospe-
rity to the Giver of a}i n‘c@{}s resigned under
p;natlon, thankful "fori the gift of life, vet

reads, when ie‘qulxed fox feld it up, a sound

®
philosophy, a tender piety, at ouce strength-

ened aund elevated theiv minds.  Their pre-
cepts, their example, their lives, were to

their children an impressive and habitual

Jesson..

Rarely will any other than good quaié‘eie'
“and good dispositions be developed, when
nexther provocation nor e‘{mtcmem is found
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for those of a contrary nature, . Tram up’ 8

a child (said the wisest of men) in ‘the ‘way

~he'should go, and he will not depart there-

from.” Man (we are told by an eloquem

French writer) and we are told with truth
is a bundle of habits, and very early does
te formation of these habits begin.

The children of My, and \Ix I\eva
were never confined within a nursery, nor
to the association with domestics; the oy were
never sent from under the  paternal roof;
their play-matesand companions were ‘care-
fullv sclocted, and their faculties e‘:nzmdedy
under

those most ‘interested in the résults. The

mtld yet steady government of ¢l eir parents

was felt by them no otherwise as ayoke e

than that of a moral necessity to whicli they
all must sxe}d ; and the character of parent
and monitor so m‘aduailv gave place, in the
progress of years, to those of counsellor

and friend, that the limit .was passed with-
out being marked.

the eye and immediate dir ectnon, of -
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One lesson more, one trying and aftect-
ing lesson only remained: it was to ledrn
~how a christian, a reasonable, a virtuot
"~and a good man dies ;) and how a tender aud
‘ susceptible woman' sustains the loss of the
husband, the supporter, the friend of her
youth and of “her life, the father of their
m;ltual - offspring. Nature suffered, but
piety, - duty, virtue, were finally victe-
rious !

In seeking to supply a father's irrepara-

ble loss, the mother scemed to acquire a
" new character; her mind assumed a more
" vigorous tone. That expression of softness,
which to her var}'ing countenance  had
once given its peculiar charm, gave place
to a look mor decided,—calm, however, but
with a slight trait of sadness, which time
softened into melancholy; and which by
‘longer time, settled at length into that se-
rene and cheerful seriousness, that becomes
those who can, though conscious of many
imperfections, look backward without sclf-

K
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reproach, and forward with hope, resting
on the surest basis, a profound conviction
of the existence and of the perfections of
that Brinc, whose nature is love, and to

whom all created excellence must be res

e .

fered as to its source.




